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NED and Religt- 


ous Gentleman H : x- 
RY LAURENCE 


| E/quire, 
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| Or:by Sir, al- 
F-Y-\ though your 
own native worth 
[might jultly draw 
| from us a greater 
| A 3 teſti- 
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P 


teſtimony of ob- 
lervance, than the 
putting af this lit-/ 
tle © 7 reatiſe into. 
your hand ; yet 
have wee beene ra- 
ther hereunto an 
duced, by thecon- 
Caaion of ſuch 
adornments of wif: 
dome, learning ,&pie- 
tyin you,as had ex- 
refle relation to 
the author, & may 

{eeme 


| 


— 
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foile ads muchun- 


at Dedicatory. 


ſeem to be the fruit! 
& iſſues. of his la- 
bours in your yon- 
ger years. Itis true 
indeed that the 
goodnes of the 


to the greatneſle of 
the crop;butit1sas 
true, that the 1 in- 
duſtry and wile- 
dome of the hul- 
bandman. ads alfo 
much unto the 


' A 4 good- 
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g00dneſle of the 


| toile ; yet nether 


of thele without a 
gracious influence 
trom heaven bring 


forth a'harvelt. 
It hath pleaſed 
God, there ſhould 


be extant divers 
monuments, wher- 


[by the Authors e- 


minent abiliries 
doe yet ſurvive in 
the hearts, and] / 
elteeme | 


'  Dedicator Ye 


— —— 
————— 


elteeme of men; 
yet none exprefle 
him more unto the 
lite, than the piety 
& vertue of rhole 
that grew up un- 
der him ; be [ves 


the Lord, Among 


whom,asyou had 
agreater intimac 

of all the =. 
not of a pupill, but: 
of a boſom-friend, & 


if they Stand faſt in} 


1The{-3,8. 


dur dw ackood. 
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be a derogation, 


continuall compani- 
on, and therein a 
longer time : ſo 
have you anſwe- 
redit, as then in 
Jove and reſpeQ 
to him lo fincein a 
proporcionabl & 
appy improve-; 


ment of what-you 
did receive, And 
therfore as wecon- 
ceived, it would; 


_ 


Deadicatory. 


————————— 


injurious to your | 


cancid and ingeni- 
ous diſpoſition, to 


thinke you unwil- 


ling to beeput in 
minde of him, by 
whole religious! 


care you were & 
often put in mind 


of God, & of your 
ſelte : Go oe an 
unworthy andun- 
grateful diſreſpeR, 
'to have omitted 
* the 
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theincleription of 
your name; eſpeci- 
ally by us, who 
long have beene, 
and are, 


; Your loving and obliged 
Friends, 


7 ho. Goodwin. | 
Tho: Ball. 
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2. Chron. 30.18,19,20. 


18 Or 4 Multitnde 
ISL the people e- 
Ven many of E- 


phraim, az4 Manaſlch, 
Iflachar, end Zebulon, 
had not cleanſed them- 
ſelves ;yet d'd they eate 
the Paſſeover , otherwiſe 
then it was yoritten, but 
Hezekiah res for the 
ſaying, the good Lord 
paraon every one. 

B 19. That 


DIE Li 
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Duty having beene long 


19. That prepareth bis 
heart to ſeeke God : The 
Lord God of his Fathers, 
though he be not cleanſed 
according to the purifica-| 
tionof the Santtuary. | 

20. And the Lord hearkned 
to Hezckiah, avd healed 
the people. 


d Pon the occa- 
' 110n of theſe 
v1 words was the 

 illegality of 
ſome reſorters 
to the Paſſcover at this 
Time, tor this folemac 


negleed, by occaſion of 
the negligence of former 
Governors:Ezekiah ſends 


| 


| his Meſſengers not onely 


intro 


| Infirminies. 


into /#ds, bur alloinro 
Iſrael,to aflemble themyif 
it were poſſible, unto this | 
great Solemnity, which | 
j was efte&ed with various 
lucceſſe, for in ſome pla- 
cesthey were catertain'd 
with ſcoffs;in others, with 
great reaCineſle, tolubmit 
themſclves unto this Sa- 
cred ordinance « but the 
warning being ſhort, and 
Journey long, there were 
wanted legalclcan- 
ſing ; Hezekiah fecing the 
promptnefle of the peo- 
ple , andthat in the ſub- 
ſtance of the Duty they 
had not fayled, puts up 
this Prayer to Almighty 
God,1nthetr behalfe. 
In which prayer we have 
theſe three things to be 


B 2 con- 


K—_— 
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| 
conſidered , and under- 


ſtood. 

1 The ſubſtance: of it, 
which was, that GOD 
would pardon, or be mer- 
cifull. 

2 The perſons for whom 
hemmadeir, and they are 


deſcribed two wayes. 
x From the preparation 
of thcir Soules and in- 


their whole hearts. 

2 From the imperfecti- 
ons of their outward and 
legal preparations, they 
were nor cleanſed accor. 
ding tothe purification of 
the Sanctuary. 

3 Theſucceſfle and iſſue 
thar it had , which was the 
healing of the people,thar 
15, God bleſflcd that ordi- 


—_____@H_ 


ward man, they prepared | 


nNancc 
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| Tnfirmaries., 


nance of his forthe remo- [ 
| vall of that outward guilr, 
contracted by thoſe cere. 
monaali neglecs,or other- 
wile, and tor the ftrength- 
ring of their Soules in 
graceand holineſle, and 
tor the curing ot their out- | 
ward eſtate, which lay 0- | 
pen at this time to many 
preſſures and calamitics 
| on every (ide, The points | 
| of Doctrine might be ma- 
| ny that” would hence a- 
riſe, but wedoe purpoſe! 
onely to handle two. | | 
1 That inall the parts P92. 2. 
| of publicke worſhip and 
performances, the Lord 

| clpecially requires, and. 


expeats the Heart bee | 
P45 he would have no- | 
| thing wanting , but of all 
| B 3 the | 


————. tt. 
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the reſt hee would not 
havethe heart imperfect, | 
ot defeftive, the good 
Lord, ( ſaycs thisgood 
King) be mercifull to cve- 
ry one that prepareth his 
whole hearr, to ſeeke the 
Lord God of his fathers, 
though he be not clenled, | 
that 1s, though hee be1n 
otherthings imperte£t and 
deſefive : So Solomon,| 
this good Kings predc- 


— — 


ceſlor, Prov. 4. 23. Keepe 
thy heart with all diligence 
thy feet is not to be neg- 
lected, Eccle. 5.1. but to 
be kept, but not with fo 
much care and circum- 
ſpeRion asthe heart, thar | 
part muſt not be wanting, 
what-&ver other parts 


were; and therefore ifa- | 


L 


PEE 
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ny were in this detective 
Hezekiah prayes not for 
them, 

x1. Becauſc the heart is 
chat which God himſfelfe 
doth moſt delight in, no 
duty can be well perfor. | 
med where God himſelfe 


doth nor vouchſafe his 
preſence and aſſiſtance. | 


S 


doth afford his preſence. 
Efay 66.1, 2. Heaven is 


Heb. 13.15. By him there- 
fare let us offer the Sacrifice 
of praiſe to God continually, 
chat is,by his aſſiſtance and 
gracious preſence , but 

where there isnot a heart 
to receive and entertgine 
God in, he never will, nor 


my throne, and the earth 


footſtoole, cc. Bur to this 
| man will I Jooke, cvento\ 


B 4 him 


es 


Reaf, 1. 
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contrite heart, according 


The Sacrifices of Gedare 4 
broken ſpirit : a broken and 
contrite heart,c5c. 

lhough to the eye of 
menit may (cemea deſpi- 
cable and meane abode, 
for ſucha glorious and cx 
cclling Majeſty, yet ſure 1 
's not ſo by himaccoun- 
ted ; when a great man 1 


houſes, wc are carefulthat 
there- be no breaches 1n 
them; but when thc 
great and glorious God 
Sto be reccived into our 
hearts, he will not tumble 


*lat the wounds and brea- 


ches. 


The heartis that onely 
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himthar is poore, and ofa| 


to that ofthe Pal. 51. 17. 


to bee received into our | 


part, 


nd. 


St. _ _— 
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part, whereby God eſti. 
mates, and makesa judge- 
ment of the whole, hee 
takes meaſure of a manby 
his heart, if chat bee ſound 
and upright, hee never cu-! 
rioutly examines other 
parts z we commonly are! 
taken with the face and 
countenance, becaule we 
are not able to looke dee. | 
per ; but God regards nor | 
thar, asbeing able tode- | 
{cend into the ſecret clo- | 
ſcr of the heart. 1. Sam. 16. ! 
6.7. Andhee looked on| 
Eliab.and ſaid , Sarely the 
Lords ennointed is before | 
him, But the Lord ſaid | 
unto Samuel , Looke not on | 
his countenanc e, xor onthe 
height of his flature becauſe 
I bave refuſed him, for the 

B « Lord 


OO —_— Ss _ 


— 


mm 
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Reaſon -3 


Lord ſeeth not as man ſecthy 
| For man looketh on the ont- 
had appearance ; but the 
accordingly yee have the 
doome of almoſt all the 
Kings of 1«dah, according | 
tothe goodneſlſe or bad-' 
neſſe of their hearts: 2. 
Chron.25.2. Hee did that 
which was right inthe ſight 
of God, but not mith a per- 
| feft heart : And the like 
is alſo teſtified of many 
ether ofthem. 

3. The beartis the har- 
\deſt piece ro manage and 
| manurezand theretore he 
that keepes that well in 
| tune, is not likelyto bee 
wanting inthe other :if in 
a Violl,I finde the Treble 
firing in tune ; Imake no 


que- 


E—_ 


_—_—_— —— 
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Lord (eeth the heart : And | © 


a—_ th. dw. a. te... 
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queſtion of the Baſe that | 
goers not out fo calily : 
Symon M17 ms had compo. | 
ſed the other parts, 4+ 8. | 
1 3.He did beleeve, and was | 
Zaptized : but this ſtring 
was out of tune, the A- 
poſtle findes this jarring, 
ver.21. Thou haſt neither 
part nor lot in this buſineſſe, 
for thy heart is not right in 
the jight of God,in his owne | 
fight no queſtion bur hee | 
thought it.ſo, but it wasnot 
ſo in Gods ſight: Andin- 
deed the heartis ſo deceit- | 
full,thatit will deceive the 


} 


| the very owtter _and poſ- 
| ſeſfor of it : like to your 
| Jaglers, that will doe a 


yet you ſha'l notſee them 
doit,2. King, Why weepeth 


thing before your face,and | 


_— 


— 


_—_ 
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, my Lord f (ſaith Hazael) 


| 


| 


| ſhould doe this great things? 
| % 
T here were Characters of 


| 


Why(laics the Prophet) for 
the great evill, that I know 
theu wilt doe wntothe Chil- 
dren of Iſrael : their ſtrong 
holds thou wilt ſet on fire, 
&c.AndHazaelic1d,1s thy 


(ervant 4 dozge, that hee. 


cruelty ingraven on his 
beart, which himſclfe had 
ncverread , nor beene 2c. 
quainted yet withall, Who 
knoweth faith theApoſtle) 
1.C0r.2.11. the things of a 
man, tut the [pirit of man 
that is within him? One 
would think a man ſhould 
read iy owne hand, ' yet 
ſome do write ſo bad, thar 
they cannot read it when| 
they have done;and ſo did 


Hazael,! 


Infirmities. 


uy 


— > TE 


Hazael, he had hatcht ſuch 
curled thoughts within 
him,that hee could not ſee 
unto the utmoſt evanined, 
and-cnd of them ; it ai 
man hath a ſpot upon his} 
face, hee is warned of it 
by every body clſe, be- | 
Cauſe irs knowne hee can- 
not {ce it;but he may have} 
a thouſand [pots upon. his! 
heart, and neither he, nor: 
no manin the world be- 
{de be abletodilcover ir: | 
be therefore,that hath wel! 
prepared chis part, will} 
hardly be detective inthe 
reſt, 


ad firſt wheele ofall char! 
curious Clocke-worke of 
the ſoule;ſo that it that bee 


but ordered - -and kept 
aright 


4. Fhe heart is the ſpring [Re2/c» 4. 


— 
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| order all the reſt, and 


ar he, it will dire and 


this is the reaſon that the 
Holy Ghoſt is-plcaſed for 
rogive,Prov.4.23. Out of 
| it are theiſſnes of life : It 
a man had a Wel or Foun- 
taine in his garden ;zout of 
which came all the liquors 
that he uſed, he had neede 
| be very diligent to keepe 
that cleane ;it that were 
poiſoned,it would be hard 
| for hinaſelte long to e- 
ſcape. Now the heart is 
ſuch a fountaine, Roms.10. 
10. With the heart man be- 
lieveth torighteouſnes, And 
from within, even out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, 
Fc. May.7.21.the Gemiles 
were accounted common 


& prophanc beforeChrifts 
—_time;! 


| put no difference betweene 


tt. A —_ Inn 
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15 


time,but after their hearts | 
were purified , ever: Peter 
himſelfe,the Apofle of the 
Circumciſion,durſt venture 
onthem,Acdt.15.9,F8r God 


them & the lewes after that 
by faith hee had purified 
thery hearts :give me never 
{0 bad a man,make bur his 
heart right,and I dare ven- 
ture to cloſe with him, 
if yetake out the Serpents 
ſting, hee may bee played 
with, or otherwiſe imploi- 


ed, without cither danger, 
or other inconvenience, 


Letus every one be hence 7 ſe. 


encouraged to examine 
well, and looke unto our 
hearts ; for ifthey beany 
way diſordered aid out of 


ne our ations and per. 


for- 
IE one een tan an nn > mn en 
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| formances will not be rel1- 
| ſhed:Remember what the 
Apoſtle fſaith,Heb. 3. 12. 
|'Take heede brethren leſt 
there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbeliefe, to depart 
from they living God; 
an unbeleeving and evill 
heart willl evermore bee 
drawing backe from God, 
will not come at him 
by its good will, Mat.1ts. 
$,9. They honour mee with 
their lips, but their hearts 
are removed far from mee. 
And what then became of 
all their worſhip 2 why 
lurely ir came to nothing, 
In vaine they worſhip mee - | 
A hearcleflc worſhip. is a 
worſhip that God regards 
not ; but if the heart bee 
framed and preparcd as it 
ſhould. 
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ſhould be, God lookes not 
arthe many imperfeRions 
that may be tound in cir- 
cumſtantiall matters. 

But it will bee here de- 
manded, how one may 
know-when his heart 1s 
truely qualified and firted 
fora duty * 

When hee is perſwaded 


ot aſpeciall, and peculiar | 


eye of God upon him 1n 
the duty, that God in a 
ſpeciall manner doth be- 
hold him,and obſerve him 
how hce doth i it ; hee muſt 
beleevethat God is at his 
Elbow, Heb. 11. 6. Hee 
that commerh "s God, muſt 
'beleeve that Godis; . that i is, 

muſt have his heart deli- 
(Vered from that blindnes, 

jrm_ by nature al mens 


Lneſt 107 « 


hearts 


a= 
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hearts remaine, What was 
the reaſon that the Gen- 
tiles,even in their ſolemne 
worſhip of their Gods, 
were ſo abhominable of- 
rentimes © becauſe their 
hearts were darke and 
blinde in ſpiritual and ce- 
Icſtiall matters, Rom. 1.21. 
22,23. Their fooliſh hearts 
were darkned, and then they 
changed thetruth of God in: 
to a lye ,. and worſhipped the 
Creature in ftead of the Cre- 
ator,ers., But when the 
heart is ſeriouſly conyin- 
ced that God is preſent, 
records and regiſters all, 
| our deportments whatſoc- 
ver - itmakes us circum-! 


| 


ſpe and careful', even 
thoſe that are otherwiſe! 


Cs ew 


regardlefle of their duties; | 
| _ yet; 


- 
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yet whentheir Maſters cie | 
150nthem, will corfider 
what they doe : and there- 
fore the Apoſtle requires 
of Chriſtian Servants | 
more, Epheſ. 6.6. Becauſe 
the heathen would doe 
thusmuch, the very Aſle, 
| where ſhee ſaw the Angel 
| in the paſſage, behaves her 
\[elfe accordingly, Numb. 
| 


22.24, If a man would 
; therefore know; whether | 
{ his heart be fitted and pre- 
| pared for any duty,let him 
| ſeriouſly examine, whe- 
ther hee is thus perſwaded 
of the ſpeciall eye of God 
upon himinit, 

2. The heartis then pre- 
pared for a duty and ſer- 
viceunto God, when it 


is ſequeſtred and taken off 
from 


TheSainwrts 


trom other things : when. 


the drofle and Raine of na- 


tural ſelte-Love, and earth- 
ly mindedneſle is gotten 
out : as we {ce,, men bring 
not filthy veſſels, unwa- 
ſhed, - uncleanſed to 
their Maſters Table. Yee 
may lee, perhaps, an im- 
pure-and filthy vcſicll in 
the Kitchin, but upon the 
Table it isnot tollerable : 
Theſe menthat came unto 
the Paſſcover, although 
not waſhed according to 
the purification of the 
Sanctuary ; yer were, no 
queſtion, purged inward- 
ly :they had, no doubt, a 


| 


| 


(ubſtanciall though not 2 


| Ceremoniallcleanſing JAC- 
cording to that of the A- 


|poſtle, 2 Tim. 2. 21.1f 4 


Man 


i Ong 


a 
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man doe therefore purge 

himſelfe from theſe he ſhall 
be aveſſell unto honour. ſan 

etified , and meete for the_ 
Maſters uſe , and prepared 
unts every good wo: ke. 

| There's none of us would 
| have our meate come up 
upon a dirty Diſh, aud 
much lefle God. When 
David asked tor ſome ho- 

ly Shew-bread trom the 
Prieſts, herells him with- 
all, that the veſſels of the 
| young men, that were to 
catry ir, were holy, 1 Sam. 
21.5- So muſt our hearts 
| be, when we adventure to 
| draw neareto God : And 
| though we cannor here at. 
taine a perfe& purity , but 
that corruption will ſtill be 
' mivgled with our beſt per- 
| torman- 
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| be removed, tbat ſtops the | 


formances , yet that muſt 
be removed » and laid a- 
f1ce,that keptus back from 
turning to the Lord : the 
rubbiſh of ncceflity muſt 


mr 


building trow going on, 


have purified your ſoules ts 

rhe obedience of the trwth, 

«nto wnfeicued love of the | 
brethren, cc. Being borne 

4gaine gc. Thatis, lecing | 
chat original impurity,that | 
blocked vpthe {oule from 

turning unto God, is done | 
away, the heapes of muck 
and rubbiſh, that ſtood 
where now the building is 
erected ; for that's done 
alwaiesat the firſt conver- 
fon of the ſoule to God, 


and never fully doth re- 


enrne, 2. When 


A 


1 Pet. 1.22,23. Seeing yee 
| 


| rater or Print ; Hee tells! 
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3. Whca ir is ſoftned, 
and facted to receive im- 
prefſions ; when the Cew- 
#xr:07 by much dejeRion 
and proſtration of his foulc 


heart {o mollified,that any 
thing would make a char- 


Peter. He was ready to heave 
whatſoever God ſhonid bee 
PMeaſcd for to ſpeake, At.10 
33- It's not enough that 
the mettall be refined ,and 
purged from the drofle, 
that before did cleave unto 
it : unlefle it likewiſe be fo 
ſoftned, as that it will ac- 
commodare it ſelfe unto 
the, mold,or ftampeit ſhal 
be caſt into : and therefore 
it's poyed into that whilc 
itis ſoft and liquid. Sothe 


to God in ſecret, had his| 


Apoſtle 


PO OO E—_— CO TI". Ry RY _— — 
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| neſle, that ſhone 1nto his 


, Apoſtle Rom.6.17.arguecs, 
they now were trucly 
freed from the dominion 
and power of their former 
wregeneiate eſtate, be- 
'caule -their Hear's did 
yecld umtothe ſtampe that 
was imprinted on them, 
"Bis oy mtgi In mwy > 
Jes, AS the mcttall 
then 45 judged to bee 
ſufficiently continued in 
| the Furnace, when ic wil. 
lingly receives the forme 
and figure of that which ir 
1s caſt and powred into. | 
Thus Peul was melted by 
'that Sunne of Righteoul- 


| foule when he was going 
upon other errands, Ads 
9-6. And hetrembling and 


aftonifhd, ſaying Lord,what 


wilt | 


i rn es 


Infirnuties. 


wilt thow have mee for to 
dee ? asit he ſhould have 
ſaid, This fire of thy love 
hath now ſo thawed and 
melced my obdurate, and 
kicking ſoulc,that it is pre- 
pared torany mould,tore- 
ceive what priat foever 
thou ſhalt bee pleaſed for 
to {ſtampupon it: put mee 
into whatſoever ſhape 
thou wilt, I am now ready 
tor any mold;to be a prea- 
cher, that have been a per- 
ſecutorgto ſuffer my ſelfe, 
that haye beene the cauſe 
of ſo much ſuffering to 0- 
thers formerly ; and there- 
fore no maryaile, if the 
Lord profefſeth he would 
looke to ſuch alone, 1- | 
ſaiah 66. 2. becauſe onely 
ſuch are firted to bee 


C wrought 


_— 


_—_— 


| 
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wrought upon 5 whereas 
anbroken and unmollified 


| ſpirits ſubmirto nothing, 


| but the Word 1s as water 
| \fpil uponthe Rocke, that 
| makesno manner of im- 
pr: Mon. 

4- The heartisthen pre- 
pared fora duty , whenit 
makes the dury but a 
bridge to lcad him unto 
God, 'when it reſtsnotin' 
the deed, bur paſſcth by 

ir, and through i it to God : 
Yee have many very fre- 

vent in the outward acts 
of dury, will heare, and 
pray, and faſt , and preach 
perhaps ; yet raiſe their 
loules no | higherthan the 


| outward a&t alone, Hof. 7. 
114. And they have not cry- 


[ed wnto mee with their 


OI 


hearts,\ 


| Iinfirmittes; 


?7 


canfe nor tifto me, 'or at 


| feaſt, with hearts well qua- 
trecd, and ficted for that 
holy duty':; There were 
fome (it my bee ) a-} 


mong theſe people that 
came unto the Paffcover 


| 


to pleaſe the King, becauſe 


the King wis pleafed for! 


ro hayeit fo, and forthey 
ſhould , bur if they refted 
there,and wentno further, 


| their fervice would not 


be accepted, neither were 
they included in Hexet:- 
ahs Prayer; tor hee onely 
prayes for 'them that 
{ought the Lord God of 
their Fathers ; not that 


ſought the face ofthe Ru- 


£24 


ler, 


bearts when theyhowled up- 
mn their beds + Cncrefore 
| frot with their hearrs , be- 


G— 


—— 
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ler, orthe favour of this 


godly King, or any other 
bicand carnall end. So 
Eſa. 55+ 6. Secke the Lord 
mhile he may be found. The 
duty is ordayned to draw 
and to allore the ſoule ro 
God, no more butan op- 
portunity that God and 
men may trace, and have 


commerce with one ano- 


ther: As Solomon did there- 
fore build the glorious 
Templetothe Lord, that 
he might dwell with men: | 
2. Chron. 7.12. But now 
if any reſted in that Tem- 
ple, and went no higher, 
he had no intereſt in any 
promiſe that was made 
untoits forthe condition 
of the wax was, that 
they ſhould ſccke his. 
face. | 


—_—  F5 wwL 


| 


but 


ſhall humble waa 


— 
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face. ver.14. If my = 
which are called by 

w#ame, fhall bumble . "i. 
ſelves, and pray, aud ſeeke 


” face, and turne from 
the 


ir wicked way + Then | 


will I heare from Heaven, 
> wil forgive their ſin,and 
wil heale their Land: if they 


and pray.,and ſecke my face ; 
if they prayed never 
ſo much,and in theirpray- 
ers had onely reſpctand | 
aime unto-themſclves,hce 
would noe. heare them : 
It is a ftrange expreſhon 
of the Prophet, CAmos 5. 
25.26.Have yee offered un- 
to me Sacrifice , and offe- 
| rings "1m the wilderneſſe, 
| by the ſpace of forty yeeres | 
0 ye houſe 4 Iſrael? Why | 


whar | 


— 
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| Tabernacle; and all their 


And fo wee have done 


what did they with the 


furniture © but accommo- 
date their publicke {ervice 
in the wildernefie no1aics 
God ,- Yee did irto your 
felves 4 your. ends and 
aimes were carnall, ſcnſu- 
all, and carthly init, and 
youhadno profit by it, -as 
netherhave: many EW- @ 

dayes ;forwant of diſpo-| 
{ing and —_—_— ofrheir 
hearts for 'God aright, 


with the firſt poyntobſer-| 
ved fromthe Text. 
Wee are now tocome 


unto the latter part, and 
reaſon" of this holy mans 
requeſt, which was their 
not being cleanſed accor- 
ding tothe purification of 
the 


— 


| Infirmities. 


| 


. [prayer to remove ' this 


21 


the Sanctuary, which was 


them from the Pafleover, 
how upright and fincere 
locver they were: Where. 
fore he labours by earneſt 


barre and great impedi- 
ment,andtheLord exprel- 
(eth here his willingnes to 


— 


be intreared ; for the Lord 
heard his prayer, and hea- 
led the people, whence 
this will follow. 

; Wherethere is upright- 
nes and fincerity of hearr, 
Infirmities do not exclude 
from mercy z this is appa- 
rant inthe Text, for hee 
prayes for mercy,and hath 
itgranted, although they 
were not qualified as 
God eateed and may 


a legal barre &letrto ſtop | 


—_— 


— — 


Do@. 3. 


C 4 be 


Mm 
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R caſon I, 


bee further proved, 

From the wiledome 
of God, who knowes 
what we can doe, and will 
expect no mare ;'as a 
wiſe parent will not looke 
forſo much from a weake 
childe, as from a ſtrong; 
nor from a ficke ſervant,as 
from a healthfull ; it is 
his wiledame to conſider 
what weare, and accor- 
dingly to deale with us ; 
and therefore we may bee 
ſure that he willnot caſt us 
off for our infirmities , bur 
aSa Father beares with his 


Sonne that feares him, 


though hee ſpyes many 
faults in bim : Like 45 4 Fa- 
ther pittyeth his children, 
ſothe_ Lord pittyeth thew 
that feare him. For hee_ 

know- 


O_o 


—_ 


| 


—_— 


| Infirmities; 


knoweth our frame, | he re- 
membreth that wee are but 
duft.Pſal.103.13, 14. Sorhe 
Lord bath compaſ51on on 


them that feare him: Why * 
becauſe he knows where- 
of wearemade,he remem: | 
| breth that we are but duſt: | 
| So we ſee, thut when the | 
Iſracliteshad ſo provoked | 
God, that he could ſcarce | 
hold his hand © off them | 
yet he ſtaied his hand,even 
then when he was ready 
to ſtrike, And many times 
fairh the Text, P/al.78.38, | 
39. But he being full of coms- | 
paſsron, forgave therr ini-| 
quities, and"deſtroyed them | 
not many 4 time tnr- | 
leedieb e his anger away . and | 
did not ſtirre up bis wrath; 
For he remembred that they 
© 5 were 


—————————_—_ 


wa . 


| 
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| ſhew our wiſedome in 0+ 
ttherthings, as forexam- 


| Tf there were a little 


were but fleſh, and that they 
were erenad winde that paſ- | 
ſeth away,and commerh not 
474aing. He ca{leal backe his | 
anger , becauſe hee remen- 
bred they were but fleſh. 
Ard hcicin God ſhewes 
| his wiledome, and wee 
ours : A wile man lookes 
tor no more of bis {crvant | 
than he is able to doe : but 
onthe contrary, a fooliſh 
| man expcas as much from 
a weaker, as from aſtron- 
ecr, and fals preſcnly up- 
on him if hee does notas 
'mrch : $o we our ſ{clyes 


| 


Le. 


' Gold, and much -droſle 
| mingled together ; A wiſe 


man 


— 


| Infirmities. 


3 


man will aot for the drofle 


bur purifie and trye it : So 
it we have corne,although 
there be ſome cockle in it, 
yet a wiſe husband-man 
will not rejeR it, but wins 
now it, and purge it. 

So God being a wiſe 
God, doth not caſt usoff 
preſently for our infirmi- 
| ties, if there bee any truth 
and fincerity in us : And as 
Gods wiſe, ſocompath- 
onate, and beares with our 
infirmities. 

The Taske-maſters wan. 


fore expected more from 
the 1ſraelites than they 
were able to do: So whilft 
we were under the Law, 


| there was a burthen laid 
upon _ 


— 


lake caſt away the gold, 


ted compaſſiongand there- | 


| 


| 
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Reaſon 2, 


upon us , which neither 
wee nor our fathers could 
beare ; but now it wee 
bee once under grace, 
theLord doth not lay ſuch 
loads upon us : Butit there 
bee truth in the heart, 
he accepts of our endea- 
vouts, although accom- 
panyed with maty weak- 
neſlcs. 

A ſecond reaſon is ta- 
ken. from the covenant, 
for ſo long asaman is in 
the covenant, his infir- 
mities cannot cut him off 
from Gods mercy. Nows« 
it Is certaine, wee may 
have many infirmities, and 
the covenant remamne un- 
broken : for every ſindoth 
not breake the covenant, 
but thoſe that untye ca 


MIr- 


_ 


' Inftrmities; 


_ — | — 
— — 


marriage knot : As in mar- 


not diſanull the marriage, 
bur onely. the breach 
of the marriage vow: 
to wit, adultery : So! 
onely here thoſe finnes 
that breake the covenant, 
which untie the marriage 
knot, (as it were) and that 
IS; 

Firſt,wherr wee take a- 
ay new maſter, and this 
wee doe when weelet a- 
ny finne reigne in our 
hearts ;, it we ſet up-an 
Gnne that ——— 
and rules us ; then the 
covenant 415 broken, for 
thou haſt choſen a-new 
| Maſter. 

- Secondly,it we take ano- 
' ther husb ns 
| oC 


riage every offence doth |. 


| 


F—— m— 
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doe, when wee make 4 
league with finne ; if wee 
be in league with any thing 
pin the world, that doth 
draw our hearts from 
| | God, wee breake our co. 
venant in chooſing ano- 
ther husband. Bur other 
| failings doc not breake the 
covenant, and whiles it 
remainesin force, we have 
intereſt in Gods mercies, 
tor hee cannot torget his 


} 


—_—— 


covenant; which it hee 
ſhould, yet Chriftis the 
Mediator, and would put 
him in mitnde of it. 0 
Reaſon. 3. A third reaſon is drawne 

trom the common con- 
dition of all the Saints: 
Take zl the Saints that 
ever lived, andevery ohe 
of them . have had in. | 


4 firmi- 


————dwd —_ 


firmities. Nowif God ſboſd| | 
be t08-txtreame tomarke our | 
1M1qunes ,-( Pſalc 130434 
4») who ſhould: ftand ?- It 
God ſhould | caſt off -all 
that bave infirmitics, then 
none ſhould be {aved , and 
then wherfore hath Chr:# 
dyed 2 But ſgiththe Plal- 
milt : Mercy is with thee, 
therefore thou art to be fea- 
red: Thatis, if God were 
lo ſevere a maſter, that 
he would endure no fat- 
ling, then he ſhould have 
no ſervants :  Butitis his 
mercy that makes him to 
be feared, Andthus wee 
ſee, that infirmities doe 
not cut us off from Gods 
mercy , it we be ſound at 
the heart ; but withall wee 
uſt remember theſetwo 
| cautions. Firſt, 


— 
— = 


— 
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+Euſt, though infirmicies 
donor utterly exclude us 
fromthe mercics of God; 
ret they may bring tpon- 
bs aiany and fore afliai- 
ons, and hinder us of many 
bleflings: & here we mult 
remeber theſe diſtiniss. 
Firſt,there 1s a voluntary 
infirmity , which proceeds 
fromour owne wils,& by 
how mnch the more will 
is in an infirwity., by fo 
much the more God is 
provoked toanger, and to 
puniſh and affliQtus. 
But there is another infir- 
miry which ariſeih- from 
ſome impediment which a 
man would faine remove, 
but he cannot.” As- for ex- 
ample:A man would faine 
remember” all hee hea- 


—— 


' reth, 


—— 


4 


—_— 
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| Infirmities. 


reth,but hecanrot, becauſe 
| his memory is fraile , and 


| he cannot helpit;he would 


convert many to God, but 
he cannot, becauſe he hath 
weak parts. He would faine 


have ſuch aluſt removed, 


but God doth not pleaſe 
to ſet his Spirit at liberty, 
though he do his uttermoſt 
endeavour, for that muſt 
ſtill be remembredsfor if a 
man faics hee wonld pray 
fervently morning & eve- 
ning ,& yct fits ſtill, & doth 
not ſet upon the duty and 
ſtrive to doe it-;this 1s the 
aft of the ſluggard: So allo 
la other things. 

Secondly, there isanin- 
firmity that ariſeth from 
want of growth, for there 
are ſome Babes in Chriſt, 

ſome 


mt. 


| 


— — — 


—_ 
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| 


ſome budsthatarc but ten- | 


der, even as a tree hath 
ſome buds and ſprouts as 
wel as branches: Andtheſe 
fuck ſappe trom the tree, 
as-well as the: branches. 
Now, God beares much 
with thoſe that are ſuch, 
and will not preſently pu- 
mifh them for their fai- 
lings ; hee will not inthis 
caſe quench the ſmoaking 
Flaxe, nor breake the 
bruiſed Reede : hee will 
not putnew wine intoold 
veſſels : he knowesthere 
is much of the old man 


Kill in them, and there- 
fore wil not enjoyne them 
toſuch great dutics asthey | 
are notable to performe ; 
he will not put too much! 
onthem at the firſt : He 
Ccom- 


— — 


— 
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camands: us notto rejedt, | 
or-\defpife thoſe thar arc 
| Weak©,, Row. 14.13, Le ws 
ant therefore Judge one ans- 
ther any more,but judge this 
rather, that no- man puts 
umbling blocke , 6r ax 0c 
cafion 'to fall in his brothers 
way. And ſure then, him- 
ſclte will praQiſe that rule 
thathe preſcribes to us, 
But now.there arc'other 
infirmities that ariſe from 
ſicknefle, in thoſe that | 
| have beene Rtrong, and 
through ſome diftempers 
are become ficke , and are 
fallen from their firft love, 
aSinthe 2:ofthe Rev.2. 4, 
5. Nevertheleſſe 1 bave 
ſomewhat againſt thee , be- 
cauſe thou haft left thy firſt 


love : remember therefore 


: fon 


H—_— 


a A. nt. Mt. AM. 
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| from whencethen art fallen, 
and repent, and ave vhy firſt 
workes, or elſe I will come 
#nto thee quickly, and will 
remoove thy Candleſtick out 
of his place, except thow re- 
pert ; Or that ariſe rom 
ſome deſertion, them- 
ſelves being then cauſes of 
it,by reaſon of preſumpti- 
ON , 2510 Peter and Heze- 
kiah:Now in this caſe God 
doth not beare with aman, 
but will come againſt him 


loog , unleſſe they repent, 
and doethcir firſt works. 
We muſt remember,that 
to ſome, God hath appoin- 
tedalcficrſtaturein grace, 
& to others greater : there 
are Chriſtians of all ſtzes, 


| 25.it were. Now thoſe thac 


are 


——_— 


CS 


ea ©@ © | 


quickly, and willnotftay: 


—CCC__——— ———— 


I ſay gums the reſt of Thy- 


|; Infirmities. 


——_ — 

arcot the leaſt ſize, they! 
arcihe weakeſt, and theic 
arc generally weake , that 
5, they are weake intheir 
underſtandings, weake in 
affections, weake inall ; 
& with thefe God beares 
much: As wee may fee ih 
the Charch of Thyatire, 
Rev. 2. 24,2 5+» 54 wnto you 


atira,, 45 many #4 have not' 


this deftrine,cywbich heave 
wot knowne the depths of Sa- 
than,as they ſpeake : I will 


put upon you nenes ther 
| 6ur1hew : but that which 

you have already , hold faſt 
til Icome.There were lome 
that were expert , and 0- 


(that have not this lear- 


{ thers that were weaker : 
{ Now for thoſe faith God, 


, 


: 
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ning,ncirherhave knowne 
che deepnefle of Saran , I 
doe nor requirs 'f6 rauch 
of you, buronely, 'that 


. you hokd faſt that which 


yee have. 
Fourthly;but now there 


— 


erat infirmiries 5 28 ind al- 


isanother infirmity which 
doe-not runne in gene- 
rall over the whole man, 
but is. ſome -partientar-in- 
rmity , whiehvisin aman 
that is Rrong, and hath at- 
rained 2 greater meaſure 
of grace : Asa body may 
beftrong, and have fome 
parteuſir weakneſfe /2hd 
a-wall'may be ſtrong, yer 
have ſome weake parts : | 
ſo 2 Chriſtian may have 
trong Tufts :" fone parti-/ 


| 2encies to his Children, 


Or 


— 
--—» 
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| 
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| wee ſceirdid in B/y, for 


ſtrong luſts. 


Infirmuties. 


orpride, or any: other ;; | 
ſo then this rule is true, 
That ftrong |infirmitics 
bring ſtrong atflitions :as 


his indulgeacy , and ſoin 
David, he had ſtrong and 
long afflitions, for | his} 


*Fitthly,we arcto remem- | 
ber, thatthere is an tfir- | 
mity in 2 manthathee is 
{enſible of, and ſtrives a- 
gainſt it wich all his might, 
and yertcannot get vidtory | 
overit: God may ſuffera| 
man to labour and -tugge, 
and yer profirnothing by 
his paines, burgives him 
grace, which is ſufficient 
for him ; hee gives his 
pardoning grace, though 
not his prevailing grace, 


2. Cor. 


— —_— 
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2 Cor.132.9-inthis caſe God | 
will beare much, though 
he cannot get the victory, 
yer he may getpardon. | 
Sixthly, but there is ano- 
ther-infirmmity, that befalls 
usinpeace and.proſperity, 
that wee are not ſenſible 
of, butare as.ir were in a 
fleepe, and forget our 
ſclves, and folec ſome io- 
firmity ſtcale uppon us : 
| and .inthis caſc, though it 
will not quite cut us off 
from Gods mercy, yet it 
will bring ſome greataffli- 
\ion upon us, whereby 
| God doth wakenus, and 
bring vs unto our ſelves a- 
gaine : So hee dealt with 
Hezekiah ,no ſooner was: 
hee ſettled in-peace and 
proſperity , butpreſcmely 
| he 


—_ —Y 
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| he forgets himlclte,ſuffers 
pride to ſteal in upon him. 
tor which wee know how 
the Lord awaked hi-n. So 
David, Pſal.z0. when hee 
| was 1n proſperity thought he 
| ſhould never bee removed ; 
but then God hides his 
tace,and makes him looke 
about him ; therefore wee 
mult remember this cau. 
c10n 3 
Thatthough infirmities 
doe not Cut us off from 
Gods mercies ; yetit vo- 
ifitary infirmities in which 
our will hath a hand, if 
ſuch as are not from weak- 
nefle,and want of growth, 
but from ficknefle , if 
they be ſome particular 
| weaknes ina ſtrong Chri- 
ſtian, if they ſteale upon 


D us 
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 usby our owne floath,and 
we are not aware, nor ſen- 
{ible of them ; then they 
will bring upoa us ſome 
great croſle and afflition, 
and hinder us ot ſome 
great bleſſings. 

The ſecond Caution 1s, 
that yee rake heede, that 
yeedoe not miſtake thoſe 
|infirwities that proceede 
from the regenerate part, 
for thole ſinnes that pro- 
ceed fro the unregenerate: 
' for theſe latter are rebel- 
 lions,notinfirmities; they 
| are - wickedneſles, not 
weakneſles ; and therefore 
we muſt beware, that we 
donot miſtake the one for 
the other. 

Tothis purpoſe, it will 
bee needfull to know 

wha 


 — l 
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what an infirmity is, and | 
this wee may doe by the 
contrary , if wee conſider 
what ſtrength 1s. 

Now for this wee muſt | 
know, that there is atwo- 
fold ſtrength. 

Firſt; a naturall trengih, 

Secondly, a ſupernats- 
rall. 

Firſt, a naturall ſtrength 


plea 


CE re _— CO — 


1s that, by which wee per- 
forme the worke of Na- 
ture; this init ſelfe 1s ney. 
ther pleaſing, nor diſplea. 
ſing to God butas a Cy- 
pher, when it ſtands by ir 
ſelfe is nothing, but a h1- 
eure being ſet betore it, it 
encreaſeth the ſumme: ſo | 
this naturall ſtrength ne3- 
ther yR__ God,nor dil- 
eth, burasit is in a 
D 2 


regene- 


_ 
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| againſt ' 
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| regencrate man , Or unre- | 
generate man, ſoit helps, 
or hurts. 


pernaturall ſtrength, by 
which weearecnabled to 
doe more than Nature 
could helpe us to, and 
this is cither for evill, or j 
* lgoodthings. Firſt, there ff 
15 a ſupernaturall ſtrength | 
that tends toevill, when | | 
as to the narura!l, Sathan | 
acdes a ſupernaturall, to #- 
enable men toevill:ſuch | | 
a ſtrength have they who 
dyed for Twrciſme, and 
the like ; who kill Kings, ' 
&. ſce how the Apoſtle | | 
(crs out this, 2 Theſ.2. 9, | 
[ 0. 
Such a ſtrength. have | 
' they that write, & diſpute | 


Be Secondly, there is a ſu- 
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havethe ſtrength of mad 
nren, which wee ſay, arc 
three men ſtrong : So like- 
wife there is a ſnpernatu- 
rall wcaknes, when to na- 
turall imbecillity. ehere is 
a ſupcradded weaknefle : | 
in the 8.0f Luke 12 , there 
| we [ce that the firſt ground 
forgat the Word : why ? 
through weakneſle onely* 

No;but Satan he helps on, | 
he comes,and takes away the | 
word cc, And ſo weread | 
of a more than naturall un- | 


| 


| 


aptnefle to receive the G0. | 
{pell,2.Cor.4.34-The divel 
puts tohis hand, hee blinds | 
their eyes, that the light of 
the Goſpell ſhould not ſhine | 
to them:He helps forward | 
the naturall weakeneſle. | 
D xy SC- 
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Secondly.there is a fu- 
pernatural ſtrength to doe 


| good , as Chriſt bad this 


Diſciples to flay at Jerula- 
lem, #/1/ they were endued 
with firength from above, 
| Luke 24. 4g. becauſethey 
Were to enter upon agrea 


ſtrength zto wit, to preach 
the Gofpel;therefore they 
had neede have ſtrength a- 
bove nature, becauſe they 
were to preach the Gol- 
\pell. This fupernaturall 
ſtrength wee may know 
by this ;it will enable us 
to doe more than Narure 


hmm — 


t 
worke, above naturall 


| 


| 


_ it over-flies the reach | 
of nature, or mortality, or 
common grace : Nature , 
can doe as much as lyes 
in her power, or asisher ' 

worke : 


- FR _— FO S- # 4 -. Ll pe 
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| terto heate, toaſcend, it 
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worke : butthere are ſome 
things which Nature, 
though never ſo well re. 
fined, can never reachun- 
'0, As Iron can doeas| 
much as isin Iron, if it bee 
made bright, and fit for 
thoſe ſeverall uſesit ſerves 
unto : But if you would 
nave this Iron to turne 
to the North, it cannot 
docit, till it bee touched 
withthe Load.ſtone, and 
hath a higher quality ad- 
ded toit. Sotakethe pu- 
reſt water, and it can doe 
what 1s in the power of 


| 


water ; it can moiſten, | - 


 coole defcend,or the like : 
but it you would have wa- | 


| muſt be by a ſupernaturall | 


power, and by a ſuper- 
D 4 added 
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added vertue. And ſo take! 
nature, andletit be rehi- 
ned with more vertucs, 
and common graces, and 
itcan doe as much as 1s1n 
nature. Butif you would 
have it love God, or ſotme 
ſuch higher worze, ut 
cannot doe it , the wa- 
ter riſeth no higher thar 
the Spring from whence 
itcame : So naturall men 
canaſcend no higher than 
nature , and therefore for 
workes ofa higher reach, 
there muſt bee ſtrength 
from above to performe 
them. 

But what ave theſe things 
which nature cannot [(u- 
perficially enable a man to 
avec? 


Take the beſt of the 


hea. 
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heathen,or the beſt natural 
man, and meerc nature | 
cannot enable him todoe 
theſe things following. 
Firſt,it cannot bring him 
torhis,to preferre God be- 
fore himſclfe upon this 
fermnen , that his wel- | 
cing doth depend more | 


on God, than on him | 


 ſelfe. 


Secondly, it cannot en- | 
able a manto ſee ſinne, as 
the greateſt evill in the 
world, and fo tohatcit, 
and to looke upon Chriſt, 
as the greateſt goodin the 
world, and ſo tocmbrace 
him. 

Thirdly , nature cannot 
make a man reſolute, not] 
to part with Chriſt upon 
any tearmes, but willing 

Ds 1a 
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rather ro beare the grea- 
teſt perſecutions on the 
one ſide, andto refuſethe! 


reateſt offers on the other 
Fede, thanto part with his 
Chriſt, 
{ Fourthly, nature cannot 
makea man to love God, 
for thisis a diſtinguiſhing 
property ofa godly man, 
and 1(0- are all the other 
aftcfions ;-now anaturall 
man cannot hate ſinne,can- 
not grieve for wickednes, 
as abhomuvation to God : 
Takethis fora rule, that 
howſoever naturall men. 
may know much, and doe 
much , yet they have ”y 
ſpirituall aF-&ion ; they 
have no ſpirituall love, 
hatred,priefe,or joy. 

A fifth thing which. ca- 


| 


ture 
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this ſupernaturall ſtrength | 
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ture cannotdo, and which | 


doth, is this, it overcomes | 
and ſubdues the luſtings 
of our owne ſpirits, and 
that not by reſtraint, bur 
putting in it a contraty lu- 
ſtiog;the ſpirit luſts againſt | 
the fleſh ; this ſupernatu. 
rall ſtrength of the ſpirit, 
it hemmes us about, ir 
comprehends and keepes | 
US: CAGs 20. 23. Behold 
I goe bound in the, Spi- 
rit ( (aith St.Panl) to Teru- 


| 


| 


| 


ſalem: When a mans owne 
ſpirit would fall looſe, | 
this ſupernaturall ſtrength | 
ſtates. and ſtrengthens it; 
when God leaves any of 
the Saints to nakedneſſe 
& emprineſle of his owne | 


ſpirit, heebecomesas 4- | 
___no- 
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| of Sampſon, theybecome 


' ter. Bur when this ſuper- 
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nother man : as it was {aid 


weake as waterzas wee [ce 
in Elias, David, and Pe- 


naturall ttrength 1s within 
us , it ſitsar the ſterne and 
guides us, and Carries us 
through all. Now | then 
if thou:' findeſt that thou 
haſt any ſtrength 1n thee 
more than natural, though 
it be bur alittle, all thy 
infirmities ſhall net «cx. 
clude thee from the mcr- 
cies of God in Chriſt. 

Is it ſo? bee not then dil- 
couraged for any of rhy in- 
frmitieFSur come boldly 
to the throne of grace:itis| 
a great fault in chriſtians, 
becauſe of ſuch,or ſuch ar: 
mhrmity they bee kep 
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from the throne of orace, 
or weaken their aſſurance : 
It was the commendation 
of 106, who ( notwithftan- 
ding all his infirmities) 
would not let goec his righ- 
teouſneſle, 

Look upon Aſa,his infir- 
mities were many, 45 10 11m- 
priſon the Prophet ; torruſt 
to the Phyſitian mort than 
'God,cc. Yet becauſethere | 
was an upitghtnesot hearr, 
ſce what teſtimony y the 

_ 
| 


Lord givesof himin the 2. 

Chron.14.2.The likein 7e- 
hoſhap hat. So David had | 
many foule infirmities,yet | 
becauſe ſound atthe heart, 
God cal's him, a man af- 
ter his owne heart. SO 
Saraah (notwithftanding 


[ob 27. 5,6. 


her infirmitics ) 15 com-! 
men- 
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mended as a paterne to 
WIVCS.. 1. Pet.z.6, Rabab, 
her infirmities are paſſed 
over , and ſhce commens- | 
ded for herfaith and good 

workes. Tames 2. Heb.1t. 

And therefore ( notwith- 

ſtanding our infirmitics) 

let us truſt perteRly in the 
grace of Jeſus Chriſt, and 

'if wee ſce they doe &- 

| bound, let #s lay the more 

| on Chriſt, as needing his 
 belpe the more. 

The ſecond uſe is from 
the firſt Caution - ſeCing 
infirmitics, though they 
doc not cut us off from 


Gods 4,mcy, yet they 
may bring upon us may 
troubles ; therefore let us 
take heed of them;it is not 
a {mal matter co be ſubjeR 


ro 
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to infirmities:ſoir was bur | 
aninfirmity in Rebeckah8& 
[aco0b,to compallc the ble(- 
ling by indireRt meanes. 
But conſider what | 
coſt him, a great deale of 
gricte and paine : And fee 
how dcare Davids infir- 
mities did coſt him : So 
| Moſes, when he diſtruſted 
God, God would not ſuf- 


Land of Canaas ; thele 
were all great afflictions, 


brougyt up6 them,though 
they did not caft them out 
of Gods favour ; there. 
fore if wee wet avoyde 
ſuch troubles , let us be- 
ware of living under infir- 
mities. 

The third. uſe, is from 
the 


[ter him to goe into the! 


which their infirmitics | 


| 


We 3 
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the ſecondCantion,that we 
do not miſtake rebellio & 
nd weakn for infirmities 


nd weaknes. Now ſceing 
ec may cally bee decci- 
ved, let us try & examine 
our {elves narrowly ; for it 
is the ule of mento ſhroud 
themſclves under infirmi- 
ties;they ſay their meaning 
4s good, 3c. but itsthetr in- 
firmuy. Andonthe other 
ide, many are upright in 
hear,& becauſe they have 
infirmities,they think they 
bave no gracc;& therefore 
'we had necd to judge both 
with righteousjudgement.,] 
Now t@ hcipe you in 
yourtryall, conſider firſt 
what an infirmityis : Se- 
condly the fi2nes of it. 
Furſt an i»frmatie 15 


_ ſuch 
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| fucha weakneſle, as when 
| the heart is upright, yer 
| by reaſon of ſome impe- 
| Eiment, ir cannot doe thar 
| g00d it would, and doth 
| the evill it would not. So 
that chere muſt be firſt up. 
rightnefle of heart, elſe ir 
| 1snot an infirmity, but ini- 
quity '; the heart muſt be 
perfec> with God in all 
 thin2s,there mult be a pur- 
' poſe to pleaſe God inal!, 
| Second:y,the reaſon that 
it cannot doeſo, is from 
ſome impedime« that hin- 
ders: and this ariſeth from 
the rebcllion ot his fleſh, 
which leads him captive, 
makes him omit the good 
that ke would doe , & doe 
the evill he would not. 
But now ſecondly , to 
come 
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come tothe notes and cha- 


| racers : For a carnall man 


and agodly man, both be 
guilty of one and the ſame 
infirmities,as to have their 
hearts wandring in prayer, 
in reading , and to idle- 
neſle in their calling, &c. 
Yettheſe may be wicked- 
nefle in the one, but weak- 
neſſe inthe other;an* ther- 
fore to know this, conſider 
theſe lignes. 

Firft, ifir be an infirmi- 


{ ty, it continues nor, bur af. 
{ faults thee by fits, and 


ſtarts,and ſoaway ; and af- 
rerwards thou wilt returne 
to thy former courle : As 
a ſtone that is throwne up, 
it fliycsas long as the force 


| remaines; but after ittakes 


I A es 
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of the hand that threw it 


its 
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its owne courſe againe:but 
itit continue upon thee, it 
is figne that ic is naturall 
tothee : Asa ſtone, it refts 
upon the earth , becauſcit 
is the naturall place of it: 
my meaning 15 not, but 
that an infirmity may aſ. 
ſault a man all his life , for 
{o ſome may , as wee ſhall 
thew afterwards : Bur 1 
ſay,it comes by fits, and ſo 
is gone. This we {ce in Da- 
vid, in Peter, and the reſt 


| firmitics continued not ſo, 
| bur that afterwards they 
returned to their courſe a- 
aine, 
i Secondly, whenaman 
| amends not upon admo- 
nition, it is a ſigne it isnot 
an infirmityz it aman in- 


| 


of the Saints, that their in. 


tends 
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tends to goe to ſuch a 
place, artd one ſhould 
meete him , and tell him, 
this is notthe w ay, and 
dire&t him into the right 
way, hee would thanke 
him, and returne into 
the right way, becauſe 
that i5the way hee 1inten- 
dedtogoe, SO if your 
faces be ict towards Tern- 
ſalem, and one ſhould 
tell you, here you went 
out of the way, ye would 
(bee glad of K , and re- 
[turne: 

So it was with David, 
when hee would have 
{laine Nabalina paſſion, & | 
Abigal met him, and ſtay- 
ed him : oh how thankful 
he was to God,and her ! it 
was a figne it was but an 


[ infir- 
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| 
| infirmity : and fo inthe | 
4 | caſe of Yriah , when Na- 
thantold him, kee was in 
the wrong : Prov. 25.12.! 
Hee that reproveth the wiſe 
and obedient , it 15 as agol- 
| den eare-ring,or 45 43 Or na- 
' ment of gold ſaith Solomon; | 
| that is, hee whoſe heart is 
upright, whoſe1atentis to 
grow rich in grace, aC- 
| counts of thoſe that re- 
| prove him, as of gold@ or- 
| [naments: Butif a man at- 


ter admonitio & reproofe 
wy. take his owne courſe, 
It is aſigne of his wicked. 
neſle, and not infirmity, 
Againe thirdly, a ſinne| 3: 
of infirmity is alwayes 
| with griefe and ſorrow of 
| heart forthat weakeneſle : 
now what is griefe,butthe 
endeavour yy 
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| endeavour and ſtrife ofthe 
will; when a man cannot 
attaineto that hee would, 
or would ſhun ſomething 
he cannotavoyd, then hee 
isgricvedand pained : As 
it 1s inthc body ; all the 
oriefe there, is, when a 
part or member cannot 
performe its office or fun- 
tion : So in the ſoule, 
| when it would faine doc 
ſuch a thing, whenrhe de- 
ftreotthe minde 1s ſer on 
iuch, or ſuch anobjcR, 
and it cannot attaine it, 


then follows griete : ſo 
here, when the heart is| 
drawne up to pleaſe God 
In all things, and ſome- 
thing comes in the way 
that it. cannot, & therefore 
itis grieved, and therefore 
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in 
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every infirmity ina body 
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in the 2. Cor. 10. 11. the 
Apoſtle makes this ſor- 
row a ground of their up- 
rightneſle, & ir is certaine, 
where this gricke is not 
mingled,it is no infirmity. 

Every {inne of infirmi- 
ty, produceth a hearty 
complaint, and an carheſt 
defire,and a ſerious endea- 


vour to have itcured ; for 


that 15 quickned, that hath 
fomelitcinirt,and fo is ſen- 
ſibleof it: As in a diſeaſe 
that a man is ſenſible of, he 
tels his friends, or any 0- 
therthat heis in company 
with, ofit, toſee if they 
can hclpe himzifthey can- 


not,hee complaines tothe | 
Phyfitian,and goesto him | 


| 


to haveitcured : ſoinan 
infir- 
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infirmity or ficknes of the 
ſoule ; an upright heart 
' complainesto his chriſtian 
friends, I have ſuch an 11- 
 firmity, what ſhall I doeto 
 curcittitthey cannot help 
' him, herunnes to him that 
| haththe balme of Gzlead, 
| to Jeſus'Chriſt, to have it 
| Cured, the 2. Cor. 12. 8,9. 
| This was (o in St. Paul, he 
| prayed three times that it 
might be removed ; hee 
doth not onely complain, 
aSinthe 7. of the Rom 
24+ and defirethatitmay 
.| be hea'ed, as inthe fore- 
named place, where hee 
 Praies againſt it;but co this 
' heeadds a ſcrious endea- 
VOur,1.Cor.26.27. he beats 


{ 


downe bis body,c+c. that is, 
nee uſed all 200d meanes 


| for 
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for the overcomming of 
this infirmity : and where 
this complaint, defare, and 
endeayouris wanting, it is 
| a ſigneitis not a mans itt» 
' firmity, bur iniquity. 
Fifcly, if thy (inne bee 2 
fin ot infirmity , thou ſhale 
finde in thy felfe a conti- 
nualt reluQancy , and ſtrife 
againſt it: foras there 1s in 
thee 2 body of fanne; ſoal- 
ſoa body of grace, which 
being contrary to the 0- 
ther, will not ſuffer thee 
to bee at quiet ;the ſpirit 
will be againſt the fleſh, as 
well as the fleſh againſt the 
ſpirit : and as the fleſh will 
not ſuffer thee ro doe a 


200d duty without ref1- 
ſting , and interrupting 
thee ; ſo neither will the 


Wy: = ſpirit __ 


F Signs, 


| 


74 


— 


The Saints 


CE eee Ee ces ee > Ee Em. <p 


Objettion 1, 


| 


ſpirit ſuffer thee to finne | 


o_ ſtriving againſt, 
and oppoling ir. 

But if thou canſt fit 
downe, and let it reſt 
wichout ſtriving againſt it, 
itisnoinfirmity,but rebel- 
lionzthereforetry thy (clfc 
by theſe f 1gncs: 

But others beſidestrue 
Chriſtians are able to doe 
this ;fortake an unregene- 
rate man,and he wil make 
the ſame plea for .him. 
ſelte,thart it is but an infir« 
mity : Indeed hee his 0- 
vertaken ſometimes, bur 
ir continues not;and when 
heis admonifhed or repro- 
ved, hee findes his heart 
yeelde to it, and hee 
grieves , and is ſorry for 


it ; hee complaines of it Ji 


and 
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and ſeekesto helpe it, and | 
ſtrives againſt it ; andther. 
fore theſe are not ſure | 
fignes to- diſtinguiſh him 
from another. | 
I anſwer, that there is 
ſomething in an unrege- 
ncrate man which'is much 
like,and comes very neare 
to that in the regenerate 
man, he may doe much by 
that light he hath ,-but yet 
there 15 a: broad difference 
betweene'them ': for the 
regenerate man hath ano- 
ther obje& about which 
aptorray vs , he hath 
a new 1 ut into his 
heart ,  nnuedin the 
ſpiri®of his minde, and bee 
haththe Law written in his 
heart, 2 Cor.3. 3. Heb.s. 
10. That is, allthe ſpiri- 
B 3 ruall 
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tual | dunes chat are > writ- 
ten*in the Law: and hee 
hath {ſomething in his 
heart that-anfwers to-what 
iSin the Law, as tally an- 
{wers to tally ; or as that 
faſhion inthe lead, tothat 
in the mold; oras in aſcale 
character an{wers to cha- 
rater, impreſhon to im- 
picfhion, ſo that which is 
inthe Scale, i the fame is 
in the waxe:: So whatloc. 
ver is in.the Law of righ- 
teouſnefle, if you could 
ſee that-which/1s written 
inthe heart by 7eſwChrift, 
you ſhould ſee character 
for character, print for 
print-zand ſo, that if ghere 
wele nota written Law, 
hee would be a law unto 
himfclfe to obey God, 


performe 
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performe duties accor- 


ding to the Law written 


in bis heart : Now whenu 
ſtands thus with a man; 
and ſomething, ſome im- 
peciment comes in the 
way, that hecannot ſerve 
God as he would, the Iaw 
of his members rcbelling 
againſt the law ot his 
mmde, thenthis troubles 
and grieves him, this hee 
complaines of, and ſtrives 
againſt, and labours to 


| bave it mended. 


But now a naturall man 
hath not the Law thus 
written in his heart, hee 
hath all things revealed to 
him within his ſphzre, 
ro wit,ot nature, he aſcends 
no higher : and although 
hee hath good a 

E 3 and 
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and meanings, and grieves 
and complaines, yet all 
thisis for finnes commitr- 
ted againſt common light, 
again(t naturall conſct- 
cAce,againſt the ſecond ta. 
ble. Now this 1is1na lower 
ſphzre,they are ſorry, but 
not godly ſorrowful,they 
cannot grieve for omiſſion 
of ſpirituall dw1es, requi. 
redinthe firſt Table, and 


Cales. 
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lo weelce, they are not 
pitcht on the ſame objcs 
which makes a greater 
difference, Now for the 


turther and fuller clearing 
of this point, wee will an- 
[wer ſome queſtions or | 


| 


Firſt, ſuppoſe I have | 
ſtriven long againſt ſuch a, 
tuſt, and done whatI can, 
and 


Infirmities. 
and yet cannot prevalle 
againſt it, ſhall Iſay that | 
this iSan infirmity * 

TothisI anſwer, firſt, 
that we may be, and are 
often deccived in this, 


when we have ftrivenlong 
againſt it ( yet wee grow 


for an infirmity may ap- 
peare to get ftrength, 
when as it loſethit, As 


by infirmity, the more it is 
q 


when weecleanſca pond, 
it appeares more muddie 


worſe) and that the in-+ 
firmity gets ground of us ; |' 


than it was before,though 
in truth it Iloſeth mud. 
more and more. Every 
contrary, the more 1t15 re- 
| fiſted,rhe more it appeats; 
as fire, the more cold is a- 
bout ir, the hotteritis : ſo 


D 4 re- 


PO 


— — — —— —___—  — 


OO '——— ——— —_— 
— yy 


© 


| 


WR 


25 The Saints 


reſiſted with the contrary | 


grace,the more it appeares 
to prevaile, though in 
truth it loſerh ground 
and ſtrengrh. 

And therefore ſecond- 
ly IT give this rule, that 
though you bave ſtiven, 
yet you muſt not leave off, 
but continue your ſtriving 
ſtill, and yetbce conteni 
with Gods hand in ſuffe. 
ring ſuch an infirmity in 
you : forthere tsa double | 
contentment ; firſt , tha! 
which is oppoſed to mur- 
muring againſt Gods 
hand, and impatiency, and 
lo we muſt be content to 
(uffer an infirmity on us : 
we muſt not repine at God's 
proceedings, 

Secondly , ſuch acon- 
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rentment, as is oppoled to 
ſtriving agaivſt che infir- 
mity , and ſo we muſt not 
bee content to ſuffer it 01 


us, but muſt ſtrivecon- 
ſtantly againſtit: As in a 
naturall diſcale wee are to 
tabour to have it cured : 
but it God will have it lyc 
upon us, wee muſt be con- 
tent : So here wee ſhould 
continually ſtrive againſt 
our infirmities ; but it God 
ſee good to Jertit reſt upon 
us, wee mult be content 


with his hand : for God 


doth it that wee might 


have ſomething to hum- | 


ble us,and Humility ts the 
Nurle of grace , without 
which, all grace would 
witherand decay. 
Andagaine, the power 
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| A, of God refts and dwells | 

| in an upright heart, and | 
| 


that muſt have;/an empty 
place;and humilgy makes 
roome forthis, when the 
power, of God dwels in 


| 


us, when it beginnes to | 
ſettle i in a mans heart : if 
hee now begin togrow up / 
in conceit ot himſclfe, this 
expellsthe power of God, | 
and crouds it out : And | 
therelore God would | 
have ſomething to bee in| | 
ns, to keepeus in an hum- 
ble concition. It 1s with 
| Usas with Parl, when he | i 
| looked on his infirmity ;| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


atthe, firſt he was impati-| 
| ent, would have no deny- | 
| all at Gocs hand. but have 
rt removed ; heeprayed. 
thrice, that is, often , to 
this | 


| 7 | 
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this purpoſe. But when he 
law it was a medicine, 
which he thought a poy- 
{on,that it ſerved to hum- 
ble him,8& by that meanes 
the power of God dwelt 
in him, thenhe was con- 
tent,and ſo ſhould we. 
Againe thirdly, I an- 
{wer, ſuppole you doe 


infirmity, and you be no 
better than you were be- 
fore, nay loſe ground of 
ir, yet ſtrive fill, for this 


head apainſt it , which 0- 
therwiſe you would not 
doe:tor if when you ſtrive, 


[you doe but keepe your 


ground,'orloſe ſomewhat; 
then what would become 


| of you,it you didnor ſtrive 


-— 
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ſtrife makes you hold | 


| 


[3s An( w. 
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not get vidory over your | 
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at all, ſhould you not 
goe quire downe the 
ſtreame, and loſe all 7 yes 

certainely. 
As a manthat rowes 
againſt the ſtreame, ſo 
long as he rowes, he does 
| ſome good, lofeth ſome 
| ground ,and getteth ſome; 
| but if he leaves rowing, he 
[goes quite downe the 
 ſtreame. And as a man 
| may keepe the ficld a- 
giinſt his enemy, though 
hee doe not conquer him, 
yea though hee Ioſeth 
ground ; yet It 45 one 
thing to keepe the ficld, 
and anotheything to bee 
| beaten out, and over- 
| come ;z now this continu- 
'all ſtriving makes a 
(man to .kecpe the held 
2. 
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gainft his infirmity, and 
por to bee overcome, and 
therefore its worth the 
while to continue ftri- 
| vin 


Laſtly, I ſay, that '4 e-L/v. 
though a manis ſure of 
victory ,. and that his) 
cauſe 1s never {o good, 
and that hee goes ona 
good ground, yet GOD 
may in his wiſedome ſo! 
diſpole of the matter, 
that hee may loſe the 
victory for a time; as 
wee ſce the Ifraclitcs 
in; 2 good cauie wheyg | 
| foiled twice by the Ben- 
jamites , att! ſo the Dil. | 
ciplcs of Cun1rsr that | 
were {cnt on his buſineſle 
to fiſh, they fiſhed all 
night in vaine. And fo 
Moſes 


| 


| 
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Moſes, though he went oft 
Gods errand, yet he pre- 
vailed not a good while, 
but the people were op- 
prefled more than betore, 
Exod.s. 

And ſo Paw, though he 
was called to goe to 
Macedonia, yet ſee in 
the ſtory what a many 
lets hcehad, yet after. 
wards hee planted a 
Church there ; ſo when 
wee (\trnve againſt any 
finnetul' luſt , our cauſe 
is good, and wee have 
aycertaine promiſe, that 
wee ſhall overcome ;, e- 
yen as certaine a pro. 
miſc as Tojſhwah had , that 
he ſhould drive outthe Ca. 
naan'tes, and overcome 
them, whenthe Lord en. 
COU- 
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| forſakes thee, So {ure 
| a promiſe have wee inthe 
| firſt of Luke, wer 74. wee 
| fhall be delivered from all 
| Our —— we w/7 ht 
ſerve God in holineſſe : and 
| therefore benot diſcoura- 
ged , though thy infirmity 
hang long upon thee , but 
ſtrive againſt it,” and inthe 
end thou ſhale get the vi- 
ory. . 
A ſecond queſtion is, 


hang ona man all his lite, 
orno ; for ſome men may 
ſay, I have had a finne 
which baunted mee all 
my life hitherto, and 
may doe till my dying 
| day » for ought as I 
doe 


— ——— 


couraged bim, ſaying, I| 
will not failes thee nor 


whether an infirmity may | 


4 


Queſt. 2 
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Anſw, 


| 
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doe know , and ſhall 
I then ſay thisis aninfir. 
mity * 


In this caſe wee mult 
diſtinguiſh of infirmirics, 


for infirmities- are cithcr 


occaſionall, which arc 


occaſioned by ſome other 
accident; or habituall,w< 
ſay longer by a man, and 
theſe are either naturall to 
us, and ſo proccede either 
from our prrents, and fo 
are hereditary to us, even 
as ſome diſcaſes are; 
and ſo wee are ſubje&ro 


the very ſame infirmi. 
ties that our parents are : 
elſe they are ſuch, as ariſe 
from the temper of our 

owne bodies, 
Such as proceed from 
our naturall. complexion, 
or 


—_— 
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or elſe ſuch as proceed 
from cuſtome, which is a- 
[nother nature : now I ſay, 
that occaſionall infirmi- 
ties, ſuch as ariſe from 
withour, and ſuch as come 
from Sathan, theleconti- 
'nue bur tor a fit, and doe 
rot laſt all a mans life, 
God doth uſually ſer Sa- 
thana limited time : Hee 
[may give him liberty to 
tempt a man, but 'hee 
ſers him his bounds, thus 
long hee muſt doe it, and 
hole: er, uſually I ſay, 
'God oth thus ; for hee 
may ſuffer him to doe it 
longer , but ſeldome all a 
mans life. But now for 
our natural] heredita- 
ry infirmities, theſe may, 
and doc oftentimes conti- 
| nic 
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nue for tearme of life: 
tor they haye a roote 1n 


Tus. Now though you 


doe loppe off the bran- 
ches, yet the roote will 
ſend forth more againe : 
I doe not ſay, that they 
ſo prevaile, as that they 
reigne in a man 3; for 


Grace will continually | 


get ground agaiaft it : but 
it may remaine in a man 
ſo loag as hee lives, 
and GOD hath a good 
end in it ; for he would 
glorific his Sonne in us, 
not onely at our firſt 
converſion , but all our 
life after 5 he would make 
us depend on Cunisr 


alwayes, as well for 
| SanQiification, as for Juſti. 
fication: hee would make | 


us 


<— 
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us ſee what neede wee 
have of a dayly Medi- 
atour , and therefore 
leaves dayly infirmities 
in our Nature toexerciſc 
us with, ard to cauſe us 
to lovoke upto Chriſt, as 
the Brazen Serpent was 
litt up amongſt the 1/r4e- 
lites. 

Another caſe may bee 
this, whether a fin againſt 
knowledge, and with de- 
liberation may be ſaid. to 
be.a finofinfirmity,or no? 

To this I anſwer , that 
a finne committed ſimply 
with dcliberation, cannot 
be an iofirmity : that is, let 
a man be ever himſelfe, 
without let or impedi- 
ment, let him be his owne 


man, let the cye of his 
under- 


| 
| 
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underſtanding be as when 
the Sunne ſhines, and dil. 
pellthe miſts, ſo that it 
may ſeeall before it ; and 
let his will and aftcions 
waike at liberty : and in 
this caſe a good man can- 
not finne delibcrately. 
See the ground of this, 
Romans the lceventh, and 
the ſeventeenth werſe. If 7 
commit ſinue , it 15 no more 
I, but finne that dwelleth 
imme + Thatis, whenlI 
am my ſelte, my owne 
man, not bound up with 
any luſt, I rbus doe not 
ſinne, itisnotT : Bur in 
thiscaſe, which is the uſu- 
all, and indeed all the caſe 
of Chriſtians , hamely, 
when any paſhon, or inor- 


Cinate affeion , or ſtrong 4 


diſtem- 
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diſtemper doth - cicher| 
blind the eye of reaſon, or 
tye up his affction , ſo 
that hee is not atliberty., 
then I may commit a fin, 
having long deliberated 
onit. There may be ſuch 
diftemper of affection as 
may continue long., and 
though it doe not wholly 
blind Reaſon , _ yet ir 
blinds moſt of it, And 
this. was the cale of Ds 

vid in numbring the 
; people, he deliberated on 
'1t: Jo4b tells himthe truth, 
and reaſoned the caſe 
| with him, and yet hee did 
it :and ſo we kgow in mur- 
| dering Yri4h, it was con- 
{ulted on, and a deliberate 
aQio, butthere was. much 
paſhon mingled with it : 


Lun 


David | 


— 
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| David was not himſecltc, 
chere was ſome ſtrong at 
feaion that did binde and 
[ye up the uſe of the re- 
generate part, as in drun- 
kenneſſe ; that cxceſle 
bindes up for a time the 
ale of reafon, ſo that he 
could not walke inthe 1i- 
berty of his ſpirit, and 
therefore it was his infir- 
mity : We may ſce,that 
on overcame David 
tor thetime, by his com- 
ming out of theſe finnes : 
For when after hee came 
ro himſelfe, and ſaw the| 
greatneſle ofit ,- as uſual- 
ly when a ſinne1scom- 
| mitted, ( and nor before) 


neſle of it ;' ther David 


| 


confeſſed hee had finned, 


þ 


then wee {eethegricvoul-} 


and 


| 
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and Cone very fooliſhly, 
So a Chriltian may fall 
into a courſe of world- 
ly mindednefſe, or the 
like, and this luſt 'may 
hang upona man, and yet 
be a finne of infirmity : 1. 
when a man {is himſelte, 
hee (ces it, and repents 
it, 


that in this deliberation, 
which is mingled with 
paſon, there isa double 
error ; namely, whena 
man erres cither about 
the ultimate and laſt end, 
or when heerres onely in 
the meanes. Now a re- 
generate man hath ſer 
up God for his laſt end, 
whom he muſt 'never for. 
ſake, nor part with for - 

the 


Secondly, I 2nſvere, 


Anſwer 2. 
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; the world, but in ſome 
' particular thing hee may 
| erre: As when he thinkes 
' he may doe ſucha thing, 
| and yet keepe his God 
ſtill, -or clſc hee may \Fet 
| pardon of finne quickly, 
or elſe minceth his finne 
with diſtinions,&c, and 
ſo may commit a finne de« 
| hberately:For this is a true 
| rule, that any fin isa fine 
| of infirmity, ſo long as we 
| doc erre about the laſt 
end , though in ſome 
| particular we are out, con- 
cerning the meanes and 
way tO it, 
But now an unregene- 
rate man, hee-dchiberates 
after this manner; I would 


have God for my God, I 
would not bee withaut 


God | 
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| 


[than hee will loſe it , hee 
will part with God ; thus 


mms 


may hath God for his 
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God in the world, bur 
there is ſuch a pleaſure, 
ſucha profit, which 1 muſt 
needs have, and rather 


hee makes pleaſure his ut- 
termoſt end. A man loves 
his 11'e, and loves the uſe 
of his members ; as of his 
hand , hisarme, or his 
legge,6&c. Burt hee had ra- 
ther boſe his hand,or any | 
of his members than his 
life. So a wicked man 
covets his pleaſure more 
than his life, hee cavnor 
liveithee have 1tnot z and 
God hee efteemes butas 
one of his members, 
which hee would not wil- 
lingly want : Bur a Chri- 


F chiete! | 
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chicfe end, and never {ins 
with deliberation , about 
thisend:he will nor torget 
God upon any termes,but 
may erre inthe way, thin- 
king he may fulfill ſuch a 
luſt, and keepe GOD 
tO. 

Another queſtion is, 
whether a regenerate man 
may 8ot fall into ſome 
preſumptuous ſins, and ſo 
commit ,a finthat isnot of 
iofirmity* 

For anſwertorhis, we 
muſt know, that a pre- 
ſumptuous fine is of two 
ſorts : Firft, a ſinne that is 
{1mply preſumptuous , 
when wee know ſach a 
thing to be ſ{intull,and yer 
preſuming on Gods mer- 


cy,weewilldoe it ; I ſay 
thus 
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thus a godly man cannot 
fin preſumptuoully 
Butchere is a finne that - $ 
| comparatively preſump- 
| tuous ;to wit, in compari 
ſon of our other finnes, 
| which wee commit with 
| More relutancy , with 
| more tenderneſle of con- 
ſcience : but ſome others 
wee commit more againſt 
knowledge , and are more 
our ſelves when wee doe 
them ; theſeare compara- 
tively preſumptuous fans, 
and a godly man may 
ſometimecommit them : 
As we ſec, it was Davids 
calc inthe matter of Yr1- 
ah, when hee plotted his 
death, 
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my beloved, in whom m 


ſoale is well pleaſed : 


will put my ſpirit = 
rw] a i yy fo 


ſhew judgement to they | 
Gentiles. 


F 3 


| 
Ehold my ſer-|, 
vant whom 1| 
 have_ cogens | 
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| 19. He ſhall not ſtrive , nor 
| cry mither ſhall any man 
| heare his woice in the 
ſtreetes. 

20, A braiſed reed ſhall hee 
n not breake,and ſmoaking 
axe ſhall be not quench, 
| till hee ſend forth Tudge- 


ment unto victory R | 


Havs made 
choiceofrhele 
a th=Y wwort's forthe 

Ex3:D Aftnity they 
| bave with that Text, 
whereof wee have ſolate 
ly ſpoken in this place. 
that out of this Text we: 
mipht proſecute the point 
| already entred upon by 
occaſion of the prayer of 
- | thatgood King in thefor- 
mer 
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mer Text : for Chriſt is 
heere brought in ſhewing 
Judgment to the Gentiles, 
and doing It in a meeke 
and tender manner, as ver. 
18; Ty. which manner ts 
hecre illuſtrated by the 
corſideration of the per- 
ſons tro whom this Jude. 
ment was declared , or 
ſhewed, who are here ex; 
preſſed under the fmili+ 
tudes of a bruiſed reed and 
{moaking flaxe, 

A Reed, the weakeſt 


plant , that is, nota ſtrong 


Tree ; yet this a broken 
one, none of the ſtron- 
geſt : So Flaxe, that takes 
the firea great deale ſoo. 
nerthana Reed will,eſpe- 
cially if it be dry,and have 
hung neere the fire , bur 

FA4 moſt 
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moſt of all, if itbe alrea- 
dy ſmoaking, the leaſt 
ſparke will doethat, yet 
Chriſt will not quench 
that little ſparke. 

| Then he ſhews the ifſue 
| of this teaching, tf hee 
| bring forth indgement in- 
' to vidtory > that iS, untill 
that little ſparke have got 
the maſtery, or that hee 
| may, &ec. and ſoit isa rea- 

fon of his tender dealing ; | 
becauſe otherwiſe , it | 
roughly dealt withall, it 

never would prevaile:As a 
little coale, if it bee hard 
blowne , 1s ſoone extin- 
guiſhed ; but it nouriſhed, 
and gently dealt with, in- 
creaſeth 'to a mighty 

flame : So the leaft prace, 


thong h as weake as a brui- 
ſd, 


| 
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led,cruſhed reed, or as, 
ſmall as a ſpirk of fire, that | 
| onely makes the flaize to | 
| lmoake, yet if cheriſhed 
by Chriſtie will iacreaſc, 
| & come atlaſt to vikory , 
| ſo thatintheſle verſes yec | 
| have foure things. | 
Firſt, the office of our | 
| Saviour leſurChrift,which | 
is, to.reach men judge- 
| MENf, | 
| Secondly., the. manner | 
how he doth it ; namely, | 
| with tendernes and MmCcx- | 
ncſle, | 
Thirdly, the perſons, | 
namely, ſuch aS are very | | 
| we ake 10 grace and holi- | 
nefle.. 
Fourthly , the iflue, | 
| namely.that He w:1/ bring 


' forthjudoemet into victory. | 
| F s For! 
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Forthe firſt and ſecond of 
theſe, 
'DeZ2. The office( Ilay ) of 
Chriſt ; is to teach men 
judgement, and this hee 
doth with much tender. 
nefle, compaſſion , and 
entlenefle:for the former 
| part, that Chriſts office is þ 
|to ſhew men judgement. 
Firſt, torcach men the 
= juſt and righteous wayes| | 
of God ; ſo the word 
is taken in the old Teſta-| | 
ment, to enlighten mento| | 
| judge of the wayes of| | 
| God. There beerwo ends | 
why Chriſt came; firſt, to 
.. juſtifie, and ſecondly,ſan-] | 
Qifie us,to give us forgive-| | 
| ncfle of finnes, 3 Ad. laſt, 
| 5s wWHAs 31. therefore 


Chriſt is often m_—_— 
to 
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toa ſhepheard, in the 10. 
of St. 1ohn, ( and many 
other places) that feeds 
his locke, and heis alſo 
called 1ohn 1. 9g. the trae 
light, which liehteneth the 
world, and every man that | 
cometh into the world: (that 
1s) it Criſt had not come 
ivto the world, there 
would not have beenec one 
ſparkeof GODS image 
left in man, neither Adam, 
nor his poſterity thould 
have knowne any thing, 
but a cloud of darkenefle 
ſhould have ſcized on 
mens minds. But now by 
Chriſtſs comming every 
one, even the wicked 
have this benefit, that 
they have ſcene common 
light : Chriſt lightens cve- | 


iy 
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ry one that commerh into | 
the world , in-ſome fort 
[reacheth them ſo much as | 
| ſhal make thEinexcuſlable. | 
It is his office to teach | 
' men, and hee doth itinthe 
[next place, with much 
| gentlenes and rendernes : 
| this we willeafily grant, it 
| we conſider who it is that 
| teacheth,and who we are | 
| thatare tavght,a ruce peo- | 
ple, {o hard tocenceive,(o 
r1caGy to forget , therefore | 
hee had neede have much | 
| gEclenes, Welay whe one | 
quickly conceives a thing, 
and then goesto teach ic 
to anotherthat cannot ap- | 
prehend it, it will weary 
him , it hee bee not vety | 
mecke. An angry man, | 
when he findes any impe- | 
di- | 


— 
— 
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| diment,. hee flyes onthe] 
| face of it preſently ;and a! 
| proud man, he will not| 
| beare ſo much, nor waite 
ſo long. But now Chriſt is 
mecke, and thinkes not 
{-much wo watte from day 
\today, to drop in here a 
 kne,and there a linc,here 
a little,and there a little : 
hee teacheth with much 
meekneſle;the reaſon is in 
theverſe before ; Chrift 
deales with us according 
to kis nature and Ci{poſt- 
tion. Now asitis ſaid be-| 
| fore, hee ſhall not ftrive 
[nor cry ; when the Phart- 
ſees would have kitled 
him,rather than he would 
trive with them , hee de- 
parted, yeelding tothem, } 


went his wayes from 
them. 


—Cc 


| 
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them. And againe it is 
| ſid,ncither ſhal his veice 

be heard inthe ftreets, al- 
luding to an aQtion of 
his, when he had wrought 
a great work, he bad them 
not utter the matter : he 
| came not with pompe,and 
majeſty as great men, that 
cannot come into & place, 
| but the rowne muſt ring 
ot them ; hee deterrcs no 
man by his greatnes, from 
comming unto him,” but 
was of an humble and 
meeke diſpofition, And 
according as his Na. 
ture was, fo hee dealt with 
us, teaching us with much 
tenderneſle, and meeck- 
neſle : then there isno rea- 
ſon, why wee ſhould bee 


diſcouraged for any of | 
our 


— 
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our infarmities, for Chriſt 
will beare with them. It 
he were not God, and 
man ;zthat is, thee were 
not patient in an infinite 
manner, hee could not 
beare with us:but he is in- 
finitely patient, therefoge 
be not diſcouraged : in E- 
zebiel 3 4.16. ver.he com- 
pares himfelfe to a ſhep- 
heard,and (ſaith hee) 7 wil 
ſeeke that which was loſt, 
& bring againe that which 
was driven away , and will 
bind up that which was bro. 
ken, and will trengthen the 
weake: where we (ce,there 
bee foure cauſes of weak- 
neſle. 

Firſt, men are apt to 
ſtraggle out of the way 
through vanity and weak- 


eſſe 


Cane, 4, 
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' will not {uffer him to bee | 


| 


| 


| 
| may come on a man 
' which 15 to0 ſtrong for 


nes of their owne ſpitits, 


| Now when a mana doth {o 


weaken and loſc himſelfe 
through his owne folly, | 
then Chriſt (ceks him and} 


utterly loſt. 

David wandred as well 
as Saul, . but God fought 
| David. againe, and would 
| not loſe him : therefore | 
| wee {ce, that David rRY 
| lights to uſe this Mera. | 
 phorin Pſal.119.176. | 

Againe, a te:nptatio 


' 
| 


bim, and drive him out of } 
the way; as ſhcepe when 
theeves come, are driven 
out of the fold , Whither 
'clie they would not have 
gone: thele Chullt promi- 
ſeth 


CID me 
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| 


| 


| 


(ſeth to bring backe againe: 
as David recoycred the | 
ſheepe out of the pay of 
the Lion and Bcare, fo 
Chrift will recover his 
children that were carried 
away with ſuch ſtrong 
remptations. 

Againe, ſuppoſe there 
be Yome wound madein 
the ſoule by ſome actuall 
linne, if there bee ſome 
breach made into the 
conſcience, Chriſt pro- 
miſerh in the next place 


to make up this breach, 
that he will binde up that 
which was broken : a man 
may complaine that hce 
is weake, and ready to| 
ſtragple as before : there- 
fore Chriſt promiſcth to 
ſtrengthen that which 1s 


— 


weake, | 
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Like a ſhepheard , hee ſhall 


weake, that is, he wil lead 
them onto a greater mea- 
lure of ſtrength dayly, 
whereby they fhall bce 
able to get victory over 
{uch infirmities : 1/4144 40. 
T1. He ſhall feede his flocke 


gather the Lambes with 
his arme , and. ſhall clirry | 
themin his boſome, and jhal 
guide them with young 
Here wee (ce, that inthe 
fold of Chriſt there is this 
difference of (heepe. 


cangoe apace ; ſome are 
weaker, that cannot keepe 


;they are compared tothe 
| Ewes with young, thatcan 


pace with the other, and 


Some are ftrong that | 


goe but a ſlow pace :Some 
are ſo weake, that they 
muſt 


| 


rn 


— 
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muſt be carried, elſc the | 


cannot goe, Now thoſe 
that are ſo weake, that 
they cannot comprehend 
Chriſt, hee is ready to 
comprehend them : when 
menare weake, and have 
not that uſe of their faith 
which others have, tolay 


hold on Chriſt ; Chrift 


will take hold on them, 


and carry them in his bo- 
ſome, and thoſe that are 
weake, and cannot keepe 
pace with othcrs, he will 
guide them , and drive 
them on , according to 
their pace , and hee will 
drive on the ſtrong accor- 
ding totheir ſtrength ; and 
though hee beare with 
the weake, hee expeRs 
more from the ftrong : 
| " See 


—— 
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Sec how 1argh ordered his 
flockein that manner that 
he would not our-drive 
them : and ſhall not God 
doe fo alſo, who hath 
taught the Husbandman 
his diſcrction, Iſaiah 28. 
uſeit himſclfe 2 ſuxcly he 


wil : inthe 1.0f St. "rag 


ver.s. If any man lacke- 
wiſtdome, let him aske it of 


God, that giveth to all men 
liberally , and upbraideth| 
nore, andit ſh al tbe given 
prey him : hat is, you}; 
ſhall finde this diffcrence| 
betweene God and man. | 
It one be foolkſh,, and! 
goes to man, man is ready 
ro ceſpiſc him , andlaugh 
at him : but it hee aske 
wiledome at Gods hands, | 


he gives itto him liberal: 


ly. 
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ly, and twits him not with 
his tolly , upbraides him 
not with his weakneſlc : 
looke how a tender mo- 
ther deales with her child, 
the more its weaknelle is, 
the more tender ſhee is of 
it ; ſo doth Chriſt guide us 
according to our Weak- 
neſle, and tender us the 


| 


more , becauſe wee arc 
| mecke and humble : and 


| therefore wee have no 
| cauſe tobee diſcouraged, | 
for that weakneſle which 
wee finde in our ſelves. 
Wee arc indced excce- 
ding backward to beleeve 
this, and therefore ſcc 
what'sadded:Ezek.34. 16 


with ns : That 1s, 
wich wilcdome and diſcre- 
| tion : 


He ſaith he will feede them | 


—— 
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tion: for hee is wile, and 
knows how to feed them, 
according to their weake 
capacities, and ſo his 
Wiſledome may bee a 
__ that he will teader 


1 his power may 
ſhew that he will doe this 
with us, becauſe hee is 
able to make crooked 
things ſtreight : If a man 
meete with a crooked 
piece of wood, which hee 
would ſreighten tor his 
uſe, and cannot ; hee 
throwes i itaway, becauſe 
| hecannot make it ſtreight, 
| Men if they are to deale 
with a Scholler that is 
heard rolearne , they give 
him over, becauſe hee is 
uncapable z they cannot 

 make| 


—  ——— 
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make him conceive inſtru- 
ions. But Chriſt is able 
ro make crooked waycs 
ſtreighr, to quicken thoſe 
thatare dull, to put new 


| ſhould beecheriſhed , his 


natures into us ; and there- 
| fore hee will not deale ſo 
' harſhly with us. 
| Againe,iftherebeany 
graceinus, i ishis owne 
worke, and therefore it 1s 
for his credit to perfedit. 
1 Theſſ.5.24.verſ. Phil.x. 
6. he ſhould not be faith- 
| fullelſe, ifhee ſhould not 
| doe it ; but hee will doe it: 
as a worke-man loves his 
| owne workes, and will 
not leave them unperteR, 
{oneither will Chriſt, A- 
gaine,it is his Fathers will, 
that thoſe who are weake 


| delight | 


| ———_ _ 
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| Thus ſaith the Lord, Hee 


delight is till in leading: 
them from one degree of 


| ſtrength to another ; tor; 


his power is mare ſcene 
in them,and he bath more 
thankes from che m, as hee 
had fromAary 1agdales. 

But ſort will ſay,oh but 
my heart is ſo untoward, 
that I feare I never ſhall 0- 
vercome* 

Conſider well that placc 


— 
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the 42 of Eſay, 5,6.verſ, 


created the heavens, and 
ſtretched them ont ; hee that 
ſpread forth the earth, and 
that which commeth out of 
it ; heethat giveth breath 
wnto ihe people wponit , and 
ſprrit to thews that walke_ 
therein : 1 the Lord have 


caled thee, &c. Conſider| 


who 


—— 
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who it is that crexed the 
Heavens, the Earth, and 
the buds chereof ; thatgi- 
 veth breath,8&c. is -it not 
| God 2 now then ſuppoſe 
| he fiadeth nothing in the 
nature of man, but an 
emptines of grace and ho- 
lincs;is 1t not he that made 
the heavens when there 
was none beforezand then 
1s not hee able to create 
grace 1n a mans heart ? | 

Againe., looke on the 
earth in the winter, it 1s 
very hard, a man would 
think it ſhould never bring 
| forth lowers, yet in the 
| ſpring.it purs forth many | 
kind of fruites & flowers : 
ſo though thy heart be as 
hearbs inthe winter, yet 

Godisable to make gracc | 
| G ſprout 
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| 
ſprout forththere., as 0- 
wers inthe ſpring;belides 
itishe that giveth breath 
unto the pcople; that is,if 
you looke upon al) the 
Creatures inthe worlgyct 
none was abie to put lite 
inthem, burG O D. So 


ble ro put life 1ntothem, 


'hough your {oulcs be hike 
into aclod of carth; hee 15 


; be breath of life, as he 
(1d at the: firſt ; he is able 
j'0 enliyhten and enlarge 
them further, and there- 
tore bee not diſcouraged 
torrhy weaknefle. 

Is it thus*that Chriſt rea- 
cheth in judgement, and 
that with much compaſſt- 
on and tenderneflc © then 
this ſhould incourage men 
to come umo Chriſt, ro 
learne | 


—_—— 
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learne of him, to take his 
yoke on them : this uſe we 
finde to be made of this 
Dodrinein the 11. of St. 
Mat.28,29,and 30 verſes, 
Cone wnto mee all yee that 


| are weary and heavy laden, 


| 414 [ will eaſe you : take my 
| yoke on you, and learne of 


me, 4nd you jhall finde ref 
#8 your ſoules : for my yoke ts 
eaſie,cy my burden is light : 
thar is, let a man looke up- 
on Chrift and his wayes, 
and uſually they are dif- 
couraged with the ſtrit- 
neſle of Religion, they 
thinke they ſhall bee too 
ſtraight laced, and bound 
with terrers, that are too 
ſtraight for them. No 
(ſairh Chrift ) feare nor, 
for Iam mceke and low. 
G 2 ly, 


— 
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4y,andſuch thall youſinde 


| you. 


ro me, you are like men in 


| come to me, I enlighten 


my dealings to be towards 


There be twothings in 
the Text to move us to 
come in to 'Chriſt, 'and 
to bee ſubject to his 
yoke, 

Firſt, the nature of the 
thiog it ſelfe , itisan caſie 
yoke : Before you come 


priſon 4; but when you 
cometo me, Llooſen you, | 
and fect you at liberty : 
before you were as in 
darknefle, but when you 


you :before yon were as 
men in fickneſſe,but when 
you come to mee, I 
ſtrengthen and heale 


yOu. Fa 
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Alecond thing, is from | 


Come anto me, for Iam ex- 
ceeding gentle, and meeke, 
arid ſuch ſhall you finde 
mee : 10hn Baptiſt and Mo- 
ſes came roughly , bur 
Chrift is come im render- 
neſle; if you be ſubjero 
iofirmities, hee i5 uy ha 
paſſethem by zif you bee 
overcome with them, hee 
is ready to recover you : 
and therefore now come 
into Chriſt ; ſubmit your 
ſelvesto his yoke, ro his 
reaching and diſcipline, to 
his rule and government 
which is ſo 'eaſie. But 
it you wil not, he will rule 
you with a rod of Iron, 


and breake you in peeces 
| G 3 like 


the perſon you have to 
deale with, that is, Chriſt : | 


Wn EE 


BY 


126 


er OG CC CONN 


| 


| 


| him. 


The Saiwrs 


like a Potters veſſell zif 
you ftand out with him, 
then none is ſo rough as 
he, and therefore obſerve 


Ifa King ſhould ſay at 
his Coronation, he would 
open all the priſon- doors ; 
would not offenders rake | 
that > 29 by or if 
a Creditor ſhould ſay to 
his debtors, come to mc 
atſuch atime, and I will 
forgive you and your 
debts, and give you in 
your bonds : would the | 
debtor over-ſlippe wry 
time 2 

Solet us, when Chig| 
offersto himſelfeto teach 
us with ſuch tenderneſle, 
goetohim, rake that time. 


cſj ae z conſidering 
_that 


a. 
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| that theſe are ſuch times 
as are in Gods owne 
power ;thoſe things that 
are in our owne power, 
we may doe what we will 
with, and take ourowne 
time: but theſe times are 
notin our hands, bur in 
Gods ;and therefore take 
heede of over-ſlipping 
that time, when Chriſt 
carries himſclfc as a Nurſe 
untous : there is a time 
tor every purpoſe, and, 
that laſts but for a ſcaſ{on, 
Eccleſ. 3. 11, 12. There 
iSacertaine {caſon which 
God hath appointed for 


evcry purpoſe, there 1s a 
time when the buſineſle | 
may be well done, and 
if tha it; 
will not ſucceedc, but hee 


—_ will | 


t be let ſlippe, it |. 
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will be fnared in an evill 
time, becauſe hce know- 
eth notthe good time. 
Therefore when it 1s 
paſt , his miſery is great. 
Sochicfly there is a time 
ct receiving grace, but 
this time a man knowes 
not, yet heis undone it he 


paſfe it ; therefore take 
heed of overſlipping any 
offer of grace: procraſtina- 
tion in all things is dange- 
rous, but here eſpecially. 


- Now that which deceives 


us,isthe deferring : but we 
muſt not deferre one day, 
and {ay, then wee ſhall 
doe it another ; no, for 
then we ſhall let the time 
be paſt:asin-a chariot, the 


- | wheeles runne neere one 


another, but they never 
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overtake one another, 
And as in a clocke the 
minutes are but little di- 
ſtant one from another, 
yet none of them are to- 
gether : ſo the devill by 
his cunning thinkes to 
make you doe it now, and 
by and by, till he have 
made you paſſe your 
houre:therefore take heed 
of deterring,and come in, 
whilſt Chriſt doth ex- 
preſſe himſelfe thus unto 
you .in theſe tearmes, 


| whiles he dealesthus ten- 


=M 


| derly and gently with 


you. Ir is a very. dange- 


|rons thing to loſe the op- 


portunity of receiving 
Chriſt when hee offers 
himſelfe; when hee deales 
gently, which wee gather 
5___from 


—— — 
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from that place, thus ; if 
there bee atime torevery | 
purpoſe, then certainly 
there 1s 24 time for the 
greateſt buſineſſe that a 
man (hath tro doe on the 
earth, thatis, to come in | 
ro Chriſt, and receive him;; 
| and it the miſery of man 
be great upon him , if hee 
let flip other 1caſons,. 
| much more it hee neglect 
this ; but now there is a 
| time forevery purpoſe, as 
theſe places reftifie. Ard 
to inftance in fome few, 
\Gehezi rooke a pitt of 
Naaman,2.Kings 5. laith 
Eliſha to him , is this a 
time to #ake gifts? there 
| was a time when thou 
| michteſt have done it, at | 
| another time, of another 


per- 


_— 
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this was not a time 2 for 
Naaman was a tiranger, 
and did not know the cu. 
ſtomes, and Eliſha would 
give him his health freely, 
and therefore it was nor 
the time; and therefore 
wee {ce the miſery was 
great ,.the leprofie clave 
to him and his poſterity, 
becauſe hee knew not the 


facritced before Samuel 
came, the thing hee did 
was good, but hetook 
notthe right time ; he was 
too haſty he knew not his 
time ; and ſo his miſery 


| was great upon him 3 God 


tooke the kingdome from 


neighbour, 1.Saw.13. 13, 


I 45 


perſon thou mighteſt, but 


| 


time ;fo Sex! becauſe hee | 


him, and pave it to his Þ 
1 


— 


— 
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14+ So laceb, when hee 


{ought the blc ſling, hee | 


thought hee did a good 
thing, but hee did not ſtay 
thetume , ſo the miſery 
was great upon him : ſce 
what a long peregrinati- 
on , what a hard ſervice 
hee did undergoe under 
his uncle Laban, andall 
becauſe hee knew not the 
right time.Sothe Jſrachites 
when they ſoughra King, 
if they had ſtayed their 
due time, God would in 
his due time have revea- 
led unto them, that David! 
ſhould be thei King, for | 
hee had ſoappoynted it: 

and therfore-bec:uſe they | 


| miſled of the rime ,, their 


| miſery was 8: Cat on them: 


fo likewiſe for other pur-. 


poſes, 
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poſes,ſo for this;there is a 
time for a man to COajc! 
in, and take the offterthat 
Chriſt makes, atime when 
he iSkiadand gentle ,, and 

| ready to reccive uszif wee 
know not this time, and, 
ſo over{lip it , our miſery 
| will bee great upon us, 
{ Now then It 1s very requi- 
fice to know and finde out 

thistime ;, becauſe if wee 
choole. Gods time, God 
will joyne with us in tho 
worke, and ſoit will bee 
done with caſc, Ecclef. 3. 
9,10. A time toloueyg, 
&c.what profit hath he that 
worketh,inthat wherein hee 
laboureth ? 1 have.ſeen the 
travell which God hath £4- 
ven to the ſonnes of men, 
to be exerciſed in it : (that 
is) 


= 
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ts) mentake much mavell 
| and pains to bring their 

purpoſes & endsto paſlc ; 
when they doe not rake 
Gods time, and what pro- 
fir have they by it ? 


| "Now if you will open 


| when Chriſt knocks at 


| the doore , harken to the 


\morionsof the ſpirit, and 
blow them , and nouriſh 
them, andit will bee done 
' with muck eaſe '; bur if 
you mifſe thts time , your 
milery 1s great ;yon may 
dcefire,anderye, and pray, 
and ncver the” better ;, 
Eccleſ.g.12. For a man al. 
fo knowtth not his time ; as 


| 


the fiſhis , that 15 taken in 
an evill ner, and as the 
birds that are caught in 
ſoore, {0. are the fonnes of 

men 


i 
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men ſnared in an evill 
time, when it falleth ſud- 
denly apon them. : There 
is a double time, as 
wee may gather our of 
theſe words ; agood and 


acceptable time ſocalled, 


becauſe God is then rea- 
dy to-accept and receive 
us, it we come 1 that 
times; andif we doe not 
make - uſe and embrace 
thar good and acceptable 
time, then the cvilltime 
thall fall upon us, we ſhall 
be caught im as evill net 
and (nare:there may bee a 
ood net comeonus, as 
affition, fickneſſe, and 
thelike , may — 
us, ſo as to doc us g00d, as 
wecatch at ſome things to 
preſerve them alive for 
\ _ abet- 
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a better condition than 
they. were in : but. now. if 


wee over-ſlippe the ood 


time, than the evill ner 
ſhall fall upon us , fick- 
neſſe, death, and ceſtru- 
Aion ſhalcome on us ſud- 
denly as a ſnare : that wee 
may ſee the ground of 
this, ſce what Chriſt 


ſaics, Luke 19, 42,43- If 


thou hadſt knowne , even 
thou,at ledſt in thi: thy day, 
the thing' which belong to 
thy prace, but nowthey are 
hidden ſr om thine eyes : He 
ſpcakes. it to: the lewes, 
who yet crnjoyed the m1. 
niſtery of © hriſt, and he 
te:ls them that the time 


of thcir viſitation wa$ 


paſt. 
Sv that a man may. have 
the 
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the liberty to live under 
the miniftery, long atter 
that God hath rcjcRed 
him : Chriffcamerhenand 
vilited the 1ews,and al pro- 
fited nothing 3_then rhey 
were like the Figge-tree 
that Chriſt curſed, after 
their day was paſſed : and 
this day may be long be- 
tore a mans death, he may 
live long rejected : and 
therefore let us take heed 
[0 doe net ſtand out our 
time, In outward things 


and prevent time : {0 [4- 
cob got the blefling be- 
{orethetime : and the 7/- 
raelizes fought for a 
King before t|:c ime : and 


{ſo men _ would be haſtily 


rich ; and ſo tor pleaſures, 


wee are wont toanticipate | 
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if wee ſhould ftay Gods 
time, to take it after la. 
bour, we ſhould doe well, 
bur wee prevent our time 
here ; but in ſpirituall 
things wee are too flow, 
let lip ourtime, to come 


"after : Burt this is dange- 


rous, take heede of tt : It's 
a good note which the 
Stoiks have ; ſome things 
are in our owne power, 
and in them wee may 
uſe our owne liberty ; bur 
other things are in the 
power of others, and 
then we muſt take the op- 
portunity whileit's offred; 
wee muſt ſaile when the 
winde blowes. Now of 


that's 


——_— —__+=__ 


—— 


this latter kinde are ſpiri- 
|tuall things, and therefore 
| wee mult take the time 


"—— 


| 
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that's offred ; Indeede if 
the time were in our owRne 
power, orif we knew the 
time, then wee might de- 
lay : As 1.11, It is not 
for us to know the times 
which the Father hath 
Lept for his owne power, 
and no man jknoweth 
what ſhall bee, neither 
can any tell it him, and 
therefore take heede of 


letting flippe the time : 


Sathan deceives us in 
this, juſt as the Lapwing 
doth, when a man is neare 
her neſt, ſhee lyetha lictle 
before a man, and then 
lighteth, and flycth a 
little further, till it hath 
led us quite out of the 
Way. 
So Sathan mgkes us 

deferre 


- 


—__mu__ 
L— 
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deterre a little longer, | 
and a little longer, till 
our time bee paſt ; and 
therefore deferre now 
no lenger,, but come in 
unto Chriſt whiles hee 
offers himſelfe in a lo- 
ving and tender manner: 
And ſo much for the of- 
ficeof Chriſt, which is 
toteach, and his manner 
of teaching, with much 
-meckneſſe and pentle. 
neſſe, 

Now followes the third 
thing to be con{1dered,and 
that is the perſons that 
Chriſt hath to-deale with, | 
ſuch as are very: mecke ; | 
compared hete to a brui-' 
ſed reed , and ſmoaking 
flaxe. Areedisof it ſelfe 
very weake, and taken | 
with | 


__ 


——_— 
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with every wind, and not | 


onely fo, but broken with 
the leaſt force. Soa Chri- 
ſtian may be ſubje to 
much : unevennefle, and 
inconſtancy. in his wayes, 
ſhaken with every temp- 
tation;but whea this ſhall 
beabroken reed, this is a 
further degree of wcak- 
neſle : and {o for ſmoaking 
flaxc, it muſt bee an excee- 
ding little ſparke which 


will not cauſe flaxe to: 


ſmoake, and yet with ſuch 
weake ones hath Chrift to 
dealc : he will not breake 
the bruiſed reed , nor 
quench the ſmoaking 
flaxe, 

Now from the perſons 
that Chriſt teacheth,, that 
in uenk Gnds, obſerve this 


point. That 


_— 


—_— 
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_  » Thattheremay be excee || 
| ding great weakneſſe in 


ere Chriftians ; wee icc in 
the text they are compa- 
red tathe weakeſt things, 


king flaxe : the farſt reaſon 
of it is this, 

Becauſe it pleaſcth 
Chrift in working grace, 
to doc it by degrees ; hee 
might have perteced the 
worke of grace altoge- 
ther, as he did inthe work 
of creation in an inſtant ; 
but hee dealerh with us 
now according to the 
courſe of generation ; as 
a planris firſt ſowne, then 
rfcth by degrees : So we 
{1a the Deginning of grace 

ing {m 


Are exc al} ; hee 


heales:us.as hee did the 


abrutted reed , and {moa- || 


| _ blinde| 


————— 
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{blinde man, not altoge- 
ther, but by liccleandb) 
little. 

Firſt, we ſce more dark- 
ly and contuſedly., and 

- [| then more cleercly ; and 
hee heales our lamnefle, 
not altogether by ſetting 

us on our feet at the firſt, 

but hee gives us ſtrengrh | 
by degrees : firſt to goe on 

— were, or to 

creepe or ſtep forward, 

and "mat, 4 tO 
more ſtrongly; and hence 
it 15 that there arc 

weak, becanſcgrace isbut 

weakly 'w inthem, 

|Now the- reaſon why 

Chriff doththus leadus on 

| by degrees, is firſtto-hum. 

ble us, and toler us ſce 
that the worke is. not of! 
our 


Fn ES 


| 
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ourſelves, it is God that 
workes inus according to 
his good pleaſure 3- for; 


[when weare brought-on 


by degrees thus, tt makes 
it evident unto us, that 'we' 
receive ſtrength from a- 
nother, Secondly, hee 
doth ir for hisowne 'glo- 
ry, that wee might know 
the righteouſnes of Chriſt: 
inthe 8. of Deaf. 2. 17. 
there is ſet downethele 2. 


| 


F—_ 


ends, why the Lord led 
chem through the wilder- 
neſſe, and northe neareſt 
Way. - | 

Firſt, Godsend'init was 


| 
| 


to hamble them. 
Secondly , to let them 

know that hee did it for 

his owne ſake ': So hee 


| doth i here to! humble 


_—_— 


them, 


” 


— 
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I 
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thema,and for his own glo« 
ry 4 God doth nor pertet 
graceatrhe firſt , bat by 
degrees, and likewiſe that 
they may know his pow- 
er ,that it is his ſtrength 
in whichthey walke, that 
if:a Chriſtian ſhould bee 


| lefrco himfelfe, hee would 


quickly finde that it is 
Chriſts power that hee 
muſt walkein, that muſt 


g0e". along with 'him to! 
| guide him , andto deliver 


him from his enemies. 
Now forthe uſe of this, 
it may” forve' to! comfort 
weake (Chriſtians ; what 
though thouart not at that 
growth as other Chriſti. 
ansSare?  yetbe of good 


|comfort 4 a recd hath lite 


in it as well as the ftron- 


H ET 


Fe. 


—— 


| 


'TheSainrs 


eſt oake 3 what though 
thou canſt not {ce the 
flame of an holy conver- 
ſation,bur only the fume * 
yer you may know there 
is fire: men that areinthe 
covenant , are. Itke men 
that aregonemnata door c, 


or 1 into a Church:, orthe 
like ': Somearc further i in 
than others, but yetall arc | 
in : So though the weake | 
be.not fo forward as ano- 
nother, yer hee may: bee 
In, the [my x 
'or a budd drawecs 1a 

from the root, as well as 


the truit-g why ſo thou 


{muſt be abudd,, and have | 


grace in ſome * meaſure, | 
though not in ſo great a 
meaſure; yet thou ——_— 


bee a true Chriſtian, 
wen f 


 ——_—_— 
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h though a weake Chriſti- | 
an, 


[= But you will lay, that it |25jezon, [ 
*|| |is a hard thingto beper- 
e | | | ſwaded, that God will 
I ' accept of ſuch a weakling | 
n as lam, 


| 
7 | Therefore confider the | 4*/». 
Ec | nature of Chrift, for wee 
n are deceived in that as in| | 
© | other things : in 2. ofthe 
© | Heb. ver. 17. Wee ſee that | 
J- it behowed Chrift in all 
c things to be made like wnto 
I: bis | ahi has hee might | | 


e bee a meriifull and faith. | 

full bigh Prieſt, xc. Chrif 

is our high-Pricſt ; now 

there are three Ofhces of | 

our high Pricft : 

Firſt, hee wastoreceive [77% offices 
every lacrifice. of Chriſt. 

Secondly, tooffer ſacri- | 

| H 2 ' fice ' 


— _—_— —_——_ſl—— —m— 
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fice dayly. 


Thirdly, to lay the 
wood together, and pre- 
{eryc the fire. 

Now thenit belongs to 
Chiiſt, to receive every 
ſinner that comes to him, 
aSit it did to LM 4r88,t0 re- 
ceive the lacnhce;and it 
Chrift ſhould not doe all 
that belongs to his office, 
be ſhould be an untaithfull 
High Prieſt*Burt heis cal- 
led a taithtull High Pricft: 


| Ifthen a finner come to 


Chriſt, and faith, Lord, I 
know that God is a conſu- 
ming fire, and I dare not 
come.to him in my ſelte, 
but in the merirc of that 
Sacrihce which thou of. 
iredft , Chrift capnot re- 
jc him; but ſayes hee to |. 
him, 


— 


___— 
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] 

him, Come #nto mee, and 
1 will receive you : It they 
doe but come, hee cannot 


ſhould bee unfaithfull in 
his office, and in his pro- 
| miſe : Bur ke is faithfull in 
both, and not oncly {o,but 
hee is a mercifull High 
Prieſt, and ſor will pitty 
them that come unto him; 
and if you have many fins 
daily renewed , many in- 
firmities and impertecti- 
ons ; why, it is Chriſts 
office to renew the facri- 
ficedaily ; he offers up a 
daily ſacrifice for us, even 
his owne righteouſneſle ; 
and as he doth this for ju- 


ſtification , ſo for ſanih- 
cation allo. When Sacri- 


fice was laid onthe Altar, 
H 3 the 


but receive them, elſe hee 


| 
| 


' 
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\the Prieſts could not | 
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ms 


= fire from Heavento 
conſumeit ; but God ſent 
it, and ſo ſhewed that it 
was accepted : wee may 
lay the wood rogether, 
but cannot bring fire from 
heaven : But Chriſt is a 
Prieſt of an higher order | 
than was Aaron; hee will 
kindle this fire of San@ti- 
fication, and encreaſe it, 
and keepe it ſtill burning; 
it's his office ſo to doe: 
and theretore doubt not 
but Chriſt will reccive 
you. 

Oh, but this were ſome 
comfort, if I had aſſurance 
that I had butone ſparke 
of truegrace inme : there- 
fore how ſhall I know 
that* 


1 an- 


— — —_— 
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 Lanſwer, there be hve adhifoes 


eG 


fgnes laid downe- in the 5. Signes, 


Text, whereby a man 
may come to know this: 

Firſt, in theſe words, 
Hee will bring forth judge- 
ment into victory : 1 atz is 
the firſt thing that Chriſt 
doth, even to ſet up a 
right Judgement in thee : 
When the Apoſtle prayes 
for the Philippians, hee 
pray Cs, That they may 4- 
bound in knowledge aud 
Judgement. 


Secondly , there is 


life in abruiſed Reede, as 


in the ſtrongeſt Oake. 
Thirdly, there is 
fire, though never ſo} 
ſmall, as in the ſtrongeſt 
Oake. 
Fourthly, there 1s 
H 4 a 
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'2. Combare. 


| Fiftly , there | is vi- 
aory. 

Now for the firſt ot 
theſe , conſider whe- 
ther Chriſt hath ſet up 
his judgement in thee: 
when the Apoſtle prayes 
that the Philippians may 
abound in Knowledgel, 
and in all Indzment : That 
is, that they may dil- 
cerne of things that dit- 
ter, and hee takes it 
for granted that it was 
right, clſc hee would 
not pray forthe encreaſc 
of it. 

So that when a man 
can diſcerne of | things 
that differ, whenthee can 
put a difference betweene 


| the waycs of God, and 


fiane, 


8 — —_— — ——  — — 
— 
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—— 
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fin, between [pirituall pri- | 
viledges, and outward va-'j 
nities, between truth and | 
falſhood ; then there is | 
a light come into a ma n, | 
anc this makes them Pure | 
and blamelefle, fills them 
withthe fruites of righte- | 
oulnefle:now then it thou 
| haſt this in any degree, 
thou haſt the ſpirit, of | 
Chirit : As it was in| 
Chriſt, Eſay 11.2,3. Hee | 
had the ſpirit of wiſedome | 
and underſtanding, the (p1- | 
rit of might , the [pirit of | 
knowledge; andof the feare | 
of the Lord, Soisitin all 
his members, they bave 
the lame ſpirit, anddoc 
not: judge- according - to | 
the.fight of the eye, or | 
the: hearing of the- care, | 


A ee OI 


ty 1 —_but- 


a. 
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but judge righteouſly : for 
there isatwo-fold judge. 
ing; firft, when our cye or 
earc judge, and wee judge 
according tothat ; when 
we ſend out our ſpirits, 
and heare what they re- 
ort , and this 1s xeady to 
ring in a falſe report, to 
ſay that finne is ſweete and 
ER and it will 1epre- 
ent praceas vile, becauſe 
it judgeth according to 
outward appearance ; and 

the outſide of Chriſtianir 
ts baſe, in- regard of mil. | 
reports, that are brought 
vp of it: As the tenne meſ- 
fengers brought an evillÞ 
report upon the land of 
Canatn;and-in regard of 
the outfide of it 'in thoſe 
that profefle it , who are 
many 


__— —_r 


A 


_— 
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many times poore G& con- 
tEprible men, & in regard | 
of the infirmities and fai- 
lings of the Saints, Now if 
a inan judge by the eye, 
that ſees nothing but the 
outhide, | he will eftceme 
of religion as baſe. But it } 
is otherwiſe. when a man 
hath the ſpirit of judge. 
ment; - he wilblooke-fur- 
therintothings,, he prics 
intothe inſtde; and then 
hee will not judge of the 
waycsSof God; and of fin 
as :the world doth.; but 
will ſeeabaſcneſle in fin, 
and an excellency in reli- 
gion ,” becauſc he 1s cna- 
bledro judge aright. 

»'For Chriſt,as hee makes 
his Princes and Prieſts; ſo 


prnan makes them Prophets 
likewiſe, | 


_ _——_—_— at 


156 The Sarnt S 


| 
| 


wt degree, andtharis 


likewiſe,ro to judge > and dif- 
|cerne of things aright,and 
this hee doth. by opening | 
the eycs, LAH5: 26,18. 
that is, good things 1n 
themſclves are very Cx+ 
cellent;, and  defircable, 
but wee ſeethem! not..cill 
our eyesare opened;there 
is a vaile drawne over our 
eyes ti]] Chriſt removes 
it,and opensthem. . 
What is that?” | 
Why,Chriſt he elevates 
and raiſeth up "that: light 
which-wee havey aaito an 


by putting a bew light i imo | 


; 


their (oules, bp 1. 9, that 
is, thetrue light, which | 
tightnerh every: one»thar| 


|\conimeth'i into theworkd.! 


Creation 


Before the 
WY RE ._ . 


—_ 


— 
* hi... 4 


| higher- 3 and when thys 


—_— _— 


| canice-round about him, \ 
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was comp.cate, there was 
{ ſome light , the firſt day 
[ after. the Sunne Was CEA» 
ted, andatrex the fall hee 
cnlightned every one that 
camcintothe world;(that 
15),.all men have ſome 
light- Qr-.other by Jeſus 
Chriſt; before there. was. 
ao ſparke- of.light in us, 


but all chat wee have is 
by Chriſt : that glimme-| 
ting light which is in natu- | 
rall men, is but a ſparke 
ofthenew.Image, which 
Chriſt hath put on us: 
But in this, Chriſt raiſeth | 
vp the light higher and 


neW1:;light, is put in us, 
then; a-pags'cycs are [aid 
4@bc opened, when hee 


and 


—_— 


om 
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and diſcerne that excellen- 
| cy in_ grace, and that 
baſeneſſc in ſinne, which 
were in them betore, but 
they couldnot ſceir, As 
the Chariots and horſe. 
men were ' with Gehezs, 
| but his eycs were not ope- 
| ned to fee them : And 1o 
the Well was neare Ha- 
gar,but ſhee ſaw not-Hill 
God had -opened- her 
eyes, and ſhewedit unto 
her. | 
So death and deftruRti- 
onmay be! very neere aft 
 unregcherate man, and he 


| not ſee it tif God opens 


his eyes t {odlſo # Chri- 
ftran may have ground of 


| comfort,at1dhe not know | 


is, till God (hewerſyitunito, 


Him :Now ng 


; FF CYCcs 


| 
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n- 

At can ſee thus round abour 
*h | him ; then hath Chriſt 
ut {ct up this judgement in a 
\s man, 

._ But here now all the 
z, bufineſle will bee to dif- 
A cerne between the com- 
* mon judgement of a man, 


h and this right judgement 
1 which Chrift ſets up in 


r him, which difference is 
) «cg by theſe particu- 
ars, 


| Firſt, they differ ia the 
| authors of them : another 

mans judgement is borne 
and bred wirtbinkhim ; bur 
this comes from above 
from God :-it is a new 
judgement,yea,a renewed 
judgement Eptef 2.33, 


rits 


IS 


Ju 
eyesSare opened , that hee 
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| 
wee [ce cleerely : where- 


rits & minds : When thou 
haſt tuch a judgement of 
ſin and godlinefle , which 
thou hadſt not betore ; this 
is anew judgement, 
Secondly, they differ in 
regard of the ſubject : this | 
new light is alwayes1n a 
pure heart ;the other not : 
fo long as the heart is 0-| 
verwhelmed with luſts, {o 
long theeye. of the ſoule! 


is dimme;as in a miſt, that 
wee cannot {ee before us ;| 
but Chriſt takes away this 

miſt: Titus 2. 11, 12; na 
14.Whenthe grace: of God | 
hath appeared, &c., then | 


as the unregenerate man 
never jydgeth aright, of an | 
holy way -; becauſe his 


are 


| heart isfull of luſts, which 


—— 
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mm 
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are as miſts, that they can- 
not (ce, 

Thirdly, they differ in 
the meaſure. Common 
light will perſwade youot 
common truth,or of truths 
ingenerall, that ſuch and 
ſuch things are commen- 
dable ; but it you come 
toa particular ation, and 
practiſe that, you muſt doe 
this,and this, here it fayles 
him : But this right judge- 


poneyarn.aw a manto doe 


particular actions ; it en- 
lightens him in every par- 
ticular; takes away all ob. 
jeRions, and guides you in 
theright way : 2.Tim.2.7. 
Conſider what I ſay, and 
the Lord give thee under- 


| ſanding in all things: (that 
11S) I havetold thee thefe 
things 


——— 
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things in generall, but 
when you come to partl- 
cular,, the Lord muſt di- 
rect you. 

Fourthly, they differ in- 


\|the- growth : this right 


judgement growes more 
and more, itis as the light 
that ſhines clearer & clea- 
rer, til] ic be perteR day : 
Eſay 42. 3, 4+ Hee ſhalt 
bring forth judgement unto 
iruth + when this judge- 
ments putinto a man, C- 
very thing adds ſomething 
to it : A good heart makes 
uſe of every thing , but a- 
nother man that bath but 
a common fight, doth 
not grow , butis aptto be 
offended ; and at length 


[that light that hee hath, 
\turnes into injudiciouſnes 


of 


he nt <— ——— 


——_—_— 
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of migde, you ſhall fade ir 
decreaſe more and more, 
2+ Tim.3.13. Evill men 
waxe worſe andworſe ; tor 
that light of theirs 1s but 
like a lower, which, when 
itisatthe beſt, fades and 
decayes; and the reaſon of 
it is, becauſe God giveth 
a man leave to uſe that 
common wiſcdome that 
he hath for a time : but 


when they doe not im- 


ge) 


prove that knowledge 
that they have , then God 
takes it away fromthem, 
and turnes it into fooliſh. 
neſſe, as wee may ſee 
Rom. 1. 24. Becauſe they 
changed the truth of God 
inzo a (ye, therefore = 
were given up to vile af- 
ſeRions : 1. Cor.1. 19. God 


will | 
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will deſtroy the wiſedomt of 
the wiſe, cy bring to nonght 
the underſtanding of the 
| pradent. 
p- 0 Fiftly, they differ in the 
effeas wh they produce; 
{ for firſt, this right judge- 
ment brings forth pover- 
ty of ſpirit, when as bc- 
tore a man thought hee] 
had ſome good things in 
him, now hee ſecs he is 
nothing.Saving wiledome 


empty of a'l that was | 
good, makes him ſee that | 
before hee knew nothing, | 
as he ought to know 3; but! 
now common judgement | 
breeds pride, it puffcs a 
man up, 1. Cor.9. 1, 2.and' 
| makes bim preferre him-| 


| Second- | 


CE II 


makes him fee himſelte þ 


ſclte betore his brethren. | 
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A. 


Secondly, this right 
judgment, it cauſcth a man 
to know every thing, as 
they - ought to know it, 
when hee knowes a right 
uſe oftir, As forexample, 
a man that knowes his 
ground which hee owes, 
when hee knowes what 
graine it will beſt beare, 
what tillage and nianure 
is beſt torit ; then aman 
knowes his toole as hee 
ought, when hee knowes 
how to ule it as hee 

t 

So a manthat knowes 
 finne as he ought, when 
hee lookes npon it ſo,asro 
loſc it, and loath it, then 
knows he the promiſes as 
he ought, when hee makes 
that uſe of them as hee! 


SE 


| 
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ſhould make, when as o- 


more thaa their old ſhoos; 
arid then wee know for- 
givencſle of finnes as wee 
oughr, when we thinke it 
the moſt precious thing in 
the world : and fo it wee 
knew carthly vanities as 


weane our ſclves from 
them, yea, from all world- 
ly things : as the luſts of 
the f- h, and pleaſure, the 
luſt ot the eye, and riches, 
honour, and pride of lite, 


or any other excellenc 
in the world; beit what it 
can be, wee will not then 
endure it, 

Now when a mans eycs 
are ope-ied, and hee is fa- 
vingly enlightned , and 

$ 


know 


ther men minde them no / 


wee ought, wee would 


| tobe true which is ſaid of 


JS 
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knowes theſe things as he 
ought,then hee looke$ on 
carnall pleaſures,and ſees 
they will bring bitterneſle 
inthe end : when he looks 
upon riches, hee ſces that 


them : Why wilt thou ſct 
thy heart upon them, 
which are as nothing? hee 
{ces they are uncertain, in- 
\ufhcient, and nor ' able 


for the pride of life,or any 
 excellency which before 


\hegreatly prized, now he| 


[accounts it vile and con- 
temptible , this the ſpirit 


of right judgement en-| 


|\ablesa manto doe. 
Thirdly;the ſingleneſlc 

of the eye is another ct- 

[fe of this, it teacheth 


to fatisfhec his ſoule : And | ' 


| a man 


A—— 
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a man to looke on) things 
with fingle eye; Marth. 
6 22,23.1hcereis mention 
made of a fingle eye, 
and of an cvill cye- if a 
man hath a langle eye, hee 


| wi.l not lookc on God and 


on the World, but on 
God alone,cleavetohim, 
and ſcrve him alone ; the 
other 1s called a wicked 
eye, becauſethere be ma- 
ny lufts on which it looks. 
| But this right judgement 
makes us lookxe on God 
ſingly, abſtraced from all 
other things. 

A fourth effet which this' 
right judgement pronoun- 
ceth, is, Converſion of 
the whole manrunto God: 


{if thine eye bee ſingle, thy 


whole body is full of light, 
(chat 


— _ 


. -— 


CG Bo © Wo x = 


$3 


| Infirmuties. 


_ is, ) ſhall bee ſet 
ſtraight ; and when this 
is not done, it hinders 
| our converſion unto God, 


as we yy (ce inthe 13,0t 


| Matth, wce cannot 
[looke on borediogs, and 
rurne our eycs upon God 
at the ſame time, 

Fitrly, this right Judge. 
mear it {ers up, and makes 
| man willing ro bee- gui- 

| ded by the word of God, 
| | by the Minifters, or any 


may lead him , the wea- 
keft Chriſtian may lead 


brim, it they bring Spiritu 
| all reaſon, as naturall men 
| are led by realon, ſotheſc } 
by the Word of God. 


| {ervant of God : ; 2 Child} 


Sixtly, it makes a man 
able to practiſe that hee 
| I knows, 
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\knowes, Whereas another 


man knowes much, practt- 
ſeth litrle 3 but this Judge- 
ment brings torth practice, 
this knowledge will lead 


whereby wee may know 
whether Chriſt hath 


hee hath ſet up his Judge. 


{ment 1n our hearts. 
Now for the ſecond, 


this is ſuch a Judgement 
As begets lite : a Reed hath 
Lite as well as an Oake : 

now it you would know 
it this life be right, or no, 
you ſhall know ir by the 
keate,thereis fre : ſoif we 
would know if this bee | 


righr, ſee it by the coDate; 


us into action ; and ſo 
much tor the firſt figne, | 


| wrought any ſparke of | 
gracc inus, namely, it 


| 


it | 


— 
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| if you would know if that 
| be right, cry it by the! 
| victory : well then, now 
| we have to ſpeake ofthe 
' ſecond figne , Conſider 
though you bee weake, 
| whether you are not as a| 
| bruiſed reed, yea, or no, 
| which hath ſome lite, 
ſome ſtrength in it, Abras- | 
| ſed reed will hee not breake, 
here wee will conſider 3. 
things. | 
Firſt,that there muſt bee | 
ſome ftrength and life in 
the weakeſt. 

Secondly, this ſtrength 
is ſubje& uaro bruftngs, 
A bruiſed —_— 

Thirdly , that Chriſt 
| wil heale all thelc bruiſes ; 
hee - will not breake the 
bruiſed reed, but will 


> - —_ _—_— 
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| hathlifeinit, To apply 


bring forth Judgement 
into vitory. 

For the firſt of theſe, 
there muſt be a reed which 
hath ſome life init : Now 
life is ſuch a faculty, wher- 
by creatares move them- 
felves in their owne pla- 
ces, 1o ſay Philoſophers : 


other things that have not 
life, may moove them- | 
ſelves when they are out | 
of their owne places : asa 
ſtone, when it is out of its 
owne place, moves down- | 
wards; and fire here be- | 
low, being out of its place, | 
moves upwards ; but no- 
| thing can move.it ſelfe in| 
its x Sow , but that which | 


thisroourpurpoſe, who- 


ſoever moves himſelfe in 
the i 


_——_— 


| Infirmities. 

the wayes of God, hath 
life in him ; There bee 
many things may move 
us towards God, as good 
education, a powerfull 
miniſtry, good company, 
and the like ; as /o aſh and 
Amaziah were good, 


n' 4 AF 


while their good good, 
lived ; butall this doth not 

argue life in us, becauſe 
they arc but extrinſecall 
cauſes ; as a hand may 
make a ſtone move up- 
wards, the ſtone hath not 
life therefore ; but when a 
manis {o farre inlightned, | 
ſo fafhioned and formed 

by Jelus Chriſt , that he | 
judgeth aright of the| 
waics of God, and being | 
thus formed , he moves! 
himſelfe to doe good, ! 

I ; then 
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| man,toſce the evill of the 


then hee isfa1d zo be alive, 
| when Chriſt ſhall ſer up 
lIudgement in the hcart of 


| wayes of {inne , and the 
good that is m the wayes 
of God , cyen then, hee 
moves towards thoſc 
waycs naturally and wil- | 
lingly, fach a,one hath 
life in him:Let ſome conſi 
der this, that live in the 
C hurch under good Tu- 
tors, or Maſters, or Pa- 
rents, thatare carryed on 


inacrowd of good com- 
pany;zthey may-do much, 
and yet have nolife, be- 
cauſe it may proceede 
trom an outward caule ; 
not from an inward per- 
ſwafion of the heart,ol the 
goodneſte of the wayes 


——— 
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wherein they walke, 

Iihcre 15a two-fold per- 
ſwaſion : one is, that the 
wayes of God are p00d , 
a bare per{waſt19n onely, 
and yet this ſtirres not 
men up to walke intheſe 
wayes ; butit lyes dead in 
the heart, 

But there 1s another per- | 
ſwaſion which is ingratted | 
in the heart, that moves a 
man to new obedience : 


finde there a double ex- 
preſſion of Tight : one, 
which barely ſhewes men 
all eviil and good : But 
there is another light | 
| with life, 10hn8. 12, Hee 
| that followerth me, ſhal have 
| the Lizht of life : Tt is an 
Hebraiſme, hee ſhall have 

FP the | 
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| the light of life; that is,the | 
| | lively light: Zpheſ. 5.14-|} |< 
| Awake from the dead, \ || | 
| and Chriſt ſhall grve thee th 


| light, of 

The firſt difference be- ol 

1» {| rweenethem,is, the one| || | 
| reveales the wayes of |} | if 
| God, but ſo, that the af-| Þ| | 
fections are not mooved, y 

the hands are not ſect on y 

worke. [ 

. But the other 1s, when \ 

* | that the wayes of God 


areſoreycaled , that wee 
ice an amabiliry ; an CcXx- | 
cellency in them ; and fo, 
that wee lift up our hearrs 
unto the waics ofthe Lord, 
as before we did unto va-| 
nity ; ( that is ) wee deſire 
earneſtly to walke in 
them. 
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Conſider how you lit- | 
[ted up your hearts to. 
riches, pleaſures , and o- | 
thercarthly vanities ; if | 
'now you fo lift up your| 
hearts to walke in his 
' wayes, then here 1s that 
| laward perſwaſion ; that 
lively Itght wrought in 
you 3; that life whereof | 
we ſpeake : This life is | 
nothing elſe, but tht 
| which the Scripture cal- | 
leth faith, | 

Now there is a dead | 
faith ſpoken of ; and how 
ſhall wee know it to bee 
dead * Thus,whea tt ſtirs 
us not up to good workes: 
And how ſhall wee knew 
it is living? whenit moves | 
| us willingly and readily 
to duties of obedience ; | 
I 5 ___ Chrift 
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Chriſt dwels in the heart 
by faith : ſo faith $t. Pal, 
T he life I now live , is by 
faith in the ſonneof God, 
Gal.2. 20. (thatis ) there 
are two men that looke on 
Chriſt ; one lookes on | 
| him, belceves all the pro- 
| | miſes, all threarnings, all | 
his word , opens his 
| heart,&lers Chriſt come | 

| lin,and role, and doe there | 
whathe liſt, 

Another ſaith (if you] } | 
aske him)that he beleeycs | 
all this ; but we ſhall know 
it by this ; becauſe ir doth 
not make him move for- 
a wards unto new obedi. 


«a OA we os» tbo EY tk. Tan 


| ence : now according to | 
our life that is in us, fo is 
| Our ſtrength ;the leflc life, 

the lefle ſtrength , Reve- 


[ations 
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art lations 1.8.The Church of, 
al, Philadelphia is laid to 
by | have a lutle ſtrength:now 
Pd, if you would know whe- 
'rc ther you have true] 
on | | | ſtrength orno ;you muſt 
on diſtinguiſh betweene life 
O-[] | and trength, ro wit the | 
all leaſt degree of ſtrength | 
Us will firſt cnable a man ro, 
ac doallthingsin ſome mea- | 
re ſwrc 1 though not in that 

meaſure you ſhoulazit will | 
ul} | enable you tolove Gad, 
-9 | (0- bclecve., to PIay, &c. | 
od ' you candoe ſomething of | 
N every thing. Phil. 4$+:3Jo 7 | 
q can doe all things through 
- | Chriſt that flreagtheneth 
J, mee. 
0, Secondly,though it doe 
y not reach the higheſt de- 
; | gree, yet it aiczcsatir, and 
1 hath 
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Phil.3.14, 


Afcer he had ſaid , he had 
not yet attaind to perfecti- 
on, butaimedatit, made 
forward toward it ;he ads, 
let as many as be perfect 
\berhus minded : the leaſt 
| ſpark of fire wil endeayour 
| to riſe aboye the Aire, as 
well as the greateſt, and 
where true ſtrength is, it 
' wil endeayourto be ſtron- 
lace. 
Thirdly, this is not an 
empty levelling att, but it 
| | grows uptoit;{0 doth not 
other common ſtrength ; 
| there isa ſtrength-in iron 
to reſiſt violent ſtroakes, 
|andina rocke to reſiſt the 
force of the waves, but 
|thisisnota vital trength, 
| {o in other menthere may 
be” 


hath a defire tocometo it: 


| 


— _—— _— 


; ||} Infirmities. 
It: be ſtrength of reſolution, 
ad but ir is not aſclte-moving 
ti- ſtrengrh,& therftore it c0- 
de tinues as it was, & growes 
ls, not z but in vitall ſtrength, 
& there isa period to which 
iſt itgrowes,& never reſts till 
Ir it comes up to it, as we {ee 
S in plants and other living 
d Creatures , and men, they 
it grow up to their full 
» | ſtrength:{o Chriſtias have 
| their period which they 
N grow upto, & this period 
t 15 perfet holines, w*®they 


191 | 


| cannot attaine to in this 


life :and therfore they are 
ſtil growing ſo logas they 
live. Now then fee if you 


| have ſuch a ſtrength; & if 


| youcan find that youhave, 


| 


then there is likein you : 


and that is 


the 


firſt 
that 


— 
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that wee propounced to 
ſhew, that there muſt bee ' 
ſome life, ſome ſtrength. | 
- The ſecond thing was, 
| ine this ſtrength 1s ſub- | 
jetto mnch bruiſing ; LA | 
| bruiſed reed will bee not 
\ breake: A weake Chriſtian, | 
rhough hee kave notthe 
| ſtrength of a man, iyet hee 
-hath the ſtrength of a 
child; though not of a tree, | 
'yerotaplant 3 and fuch 
| Prengrh is ſubjc& to brui- 
| ſings, 8 che leſle firength, 
the more ſub jet it ” tO | 
| 


t2 


brutſings,as we ſec in plars 
Now bruifings are of 

| two ſorts,and both ari! 1ng | 
| from Gnne. 
L. The firſt ariſe from fin 
as it is unpardoned : ( that 
| (1s) as you apprehend {into 
be 


| _Infirmaties. 


be unpardoned, the more 
ready you are to be brui- 
led. 

The ſecond fort ariſeth 
| from (1ane as it is uvmorti- 
hed ; when aman ſees 
{ti}! that ſinne growes up, 
which he had thought he 
bad cur down, heis ready 
to be bruiſed : The former 
fort is contrary to the 
grace of juſtification, the 
latter to that of ſandifica. 
tion;now Chriſt hath pro- 
miſed to heale theſe brut- 
les, w*® is the third thing 
to bc: confidered:lettholſe 
therefore that are thus 
weak,coliderthis promile | 
; here, that Chris will] 
heale all-thele bruifngs, 
and ſoall ether, the pro- 
miſe forthis purpoſe that 
_ 


| 
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and thou cameſtto ſet ſuch 


purpoſe. 


hee will heale theſe brui- 
ſings, which ariſe from 
our doubting of juſtificati- | 
on, Eſay 61.1,2,3, 4. Verſ. 
that is the bruiſing tor 
waich Chriſt came 1nto 
the world, to preach glad 
tidings tothe weake, and 
to binde up the broken 
hearted, to proclaime 1i- 
berty to the captives, 
Therefore ifa poore ſoule 
would goe to Chriſt , and 
ſay thus; Lord I am bound 
with a 6haine of my fins, 


at "liberty. ;z Chriſt hee 
would docit ; for he was 
anoynted for that very 


And ſo for the bruifings 
that ariſe from finne un- 
mortiged,, why Chrift 


bath 


_— a = aA &Q wy - & 


——_ 


Infirmities, 


i eo 
_—  — 


bath promiſed not to] 
leave thee to thy ſelfe,nor | 
forſake thee , but will de- i 
{troy all the workes of the 
devillin thee ; therefore 
goeto Chriff, and put him 
in minde of this promiſe, 

and ſay, Lord, Iam one of 
them to whom thus pro- 

miſe is made ; I am as a 
bruiſed reed, and as ſmoa- 
king flaxe ; and thou haſt 
promiſed, not to breake a 
bruiſed reed, nor quench 


che ſmoaking flaxc : put 
Chrif# chus in minde of his 
' promiſe,and be will heare, 


and help, & heate thee, But 
now here arc ſome caſes of 
conſcience tO be rcſolved. 


d to ſay, that they have 
| none of theſe bruiſes, that 


they _ 


Firſt, '{O0me will bee rea- Dneft, 1. 


(Caſes of 
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|. dInſwer, 


they are not thus weary, 
and heavy laden, becaule 
they cannot oricve for f11, 
fo much as for other 
things. 

To which I anſwer,there 
may be ſome violent and 
ſucden gricte, which may 
CXCCEC pricte tor {1nne, as 
Davids griete for Abſe- 
lom ;but here is the ciffe- 
rence ;the grief for ſinne 
1s conſtant and perpetuall, 
bur the gricke for ſome 
Icfle or the like, is but for 
the preſent. Now a ſpring 
that runnes, and 1s never 
dry, yeclds more water 
than a land lood , which 


 drycd 


for the preſent lcemes 
| nord but Is _ 


1s like water p/n ——s 
_ fro; m] 
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from a ſpring, which con» 
tinues ; and gricfe for. 0- 
ther things, 1s like a land- 
flood which lafts not 
long. | 
pn differ in re- 
eard of thetcarmes of this 
forrow : when a man hath 
loſt a friend, hee lookes 
| onitas a total| & irrepair- 
able loſle, and ſo grieves 
the more: and ſo in like 
manner, if we ſhould look 
on the favour of God, as 
a thing irrevocably loſt, 
his griefe for this would 
| exccece the other. But 
becauſc heealwaics con. 
| ccives ſome glimpſe el 
Gods favour in the 
ruſt of this mourning, 
therefore this gric feleems 
the lefle, though inregard 
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. | 
of continuance itbe grea- | 
ter. 

Oh ! but I have not at-' 
tained toa juſt meaſure of | 
bruiſedneſlc, | 

Itthere bee ſach a mea- | 
ſure of bruifcdneſfe in 
thee as brings thee home 
ro Chriſt, thou haſt attai- 
neda ſufficient meaſure to/ 
bring thee to heaven. But 
this diſtinftion muſt be re- 
membred, that there is a 
doublc bringing of a man 
home to Chriſt. | 

One 1s , whena man 1s 
brought ſo far towards 
Chrift, as to be willing | 
to take the crowne, and | 


partake of the priviledges' 


onely, but this is not ſuffi- | 
cient ; but when thy ſor- 
row ſhall ſo bring thee | 
home 


— —Oud—_ 
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home to Chriſt, that 
thou art willing to take 
Chriſts yoke onthee, to 
lubje thy ſelte to Chriſt 
inallthings , ſomuch ſor- 
row and bruiſcdnefle as 
this is ſufficient to bring 
thee home. 

Oh, but though I am 
thus farre bruiſed, that I 
am willing to bearc 
Chriſts yoke, and to doe 
that hee ſhall command 
me, yet I doe not finde 
that this promiſe is per- 
formed to me 1, God hides 
his tace from mee, and I 
cannor finde him whom 
my ſoule loves ; and that [ 
cannot finde- that my fins 
arc'pardoned : and1o for 
bruiſes belonging to ſan. 
Qification ; I have ſtriven 
long 


3. Caſe, 
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long againſt ſuch a luſt it 
and cannot fec it mortifi- 


_ cdany whit, | d 
Sl | T6 thisI anſwer, that 


; Chriſt in with.holding U1s 
the Comfort, and \ fre- at 


ring thee to bee more la- $4 

ded, Coth ever fulfil] this 4 

|  promile here made, fark, | | | Li 
| 11.28. Come unto we Oc, th 
[0bjebion 1, But the Objection might ſ& 
be made; Wee haye caine th 

untothee.,, and yet finde di 

\noreſt : Chriſt therefore [as 

| | addes : Take my yoke pou ' 01 
you, and learne of mee cc. {c 


\ The yoke of Chriftisthe | | | li 
government of Chriſt, the th 


raking ot this yoke upon IS 

\us, is the ſubjeRing our} | | h' 

| ſelvesto rhisgoverament, cl 

«Things, | Now the govyern- Ii 


| menc of Chriſt conſiſts CC 
in; 
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in ewo things, 

Firſt, ir commands us to 
doe many things. 

Secondly, he will have 
us to ſuffer many thiogs : 
and if wee take Chriſts 
| pane upon us, we muſt do 

oth. Now,a mantis wil- 
ling to doe many things 
that Chriſt commands,bur 
ſoppes at ſome things; 
there is ſome thing, ſome 
duty which he wil not do, 
as prayer, giving ofalmes, 
' or ſome other : And ſo al- 
ſo for (uffering, hee is wil. 
ling to - endure: ſome 
things for Chrift, but there 
is ſomthing againe which 
he cannart endure ; repro- 
ches, {coffes, and rhe like. 
I frhercfore God iold off 
comfort tor any long {ea- 
lon, 


pe ES 


ſon, let a man looke well 


| bee perfectly willing to 
take Chrifts yoke upon 
him , it hee were, the pro- 
miſc iscertaine, and ſhall 
be made good, hee ſhall 
finde reſt ro his ſoule ;, and 
it hee doe nor, there is 
ſome fault in himſclfe. 
[nchetenth of Indges er. 
10.to.the end of the Chap- 
zer, there the people were 
burdened, and cryed unto 
/che Lord , and yet found 
no reſt.: but God deferres 
comfort, and teWs them, 
he would.deliver them no 
morezthen the people ſub- 
\mitred themſelves unte 
God; taying ,*Dv with wi 
hat pleaſeth thee , and put 
away their'flrange Gods, 
ver.16 


—_ 


_ TC 


TheSainrts 


co his ſpirit, and ice it hee 
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Ver.16. 4nd ſerved God. 
Now when che children 
of iſrael were brought to 
ro this, tocaft away the 
reliquesof Idolatry,and to 


lerve the Lord perteQly , 


——— 


then 1t is laid ; te Lords 
ſpirit was grieved, for the 
miſery of iſrael. So if a 
man would have peace, 
and have fought it lo 

and cannot finde it, lethia 
ſee whether there bee not 
ſome relique of corrupti- | 
on which God would 
have caſt out of thy heart : 
and when it's done, and 
thou art willing to ferve 
God pertely , thenthou 
ſhale finde reſt unto thy 
foule. And fo much for! 
the ſecond figne of true 


gracc wrought in a man, 
to 
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[thfatwheretrucgrace was, 


|Sunge ; bur where there 


to wit,if there be any lite 


& ſtrength in him, though | 


it bee mingled with much 
weakneſle, 
The third we named, 


there was heat. Smoak- 


ing flaxe will he not quench: | 
where there is {moake, | 
there is fire; and where. 
fixeis,there is heate, beir | 
never ſo ſmall ; -and this 
added ro the tormer of | 
life : Life is nothing clſc ? 
but a ſublimary heatc,and | 
where there is lite,cherc is 
heate, all life is joyncd 
with heate + but not on 
the contrary, where there 
iS heate,therc 1s life ; tor | 
cald things may bee war- 
med trom without by the 


_— 
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is heate from an inward 
principle; , there is lite. 
The Spirit is compared 
to fireand heate ; Quench | 
04 the ſpirit : He ſball bap. 
tize you with the holy Ghoſt: 
axd with fire ; or which 1s 
| asfire, Therefore where 
' this ſpiritis ina man, there 
| the Holy Ghoſt hath bin. | 
Nowthis heate is nothing | 
elſe but. a ſolicitous and} 
carneſt dcfire to plealſc 
Gedinallthings, to get 
and encreale communion 
with Cbrift, and tobe 
buiſt upingrace. I fay,it 
is, firſt, aſolicitousand 
carneſt defire, a dehare ac- 
companied with carctul, 
 neſſe how he - may dge 
topleale God inall things ; 
whereas in other men 


| 
| 
| 
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: Cor-7 11, 


there isa luke-wartnneſle, | 
| a remifneſſe_ in all-things, 


they care not whether 
[they docitorno : but this 
.is an earneſt caretull de- 
fire, and thatin the ſecond 
place topleaie God : an 
hypocrite may have 
ſtrong defires; let him bee 
brought to have an appre- 


henſton of Gods wrath, 


be delivered from it : But | 
all this is not*to- pleaſe | 
God, but himſeIfe,and not | 


| defire truſt bee to pleaſc 


God in all this: But our 


'God : See how rhe | 
were ſlirred”; and what 
fruits it wrought,, they 
were moved by motives 
| taken from God, and with 


and hell-fre,andhe would | 
have an earneſt deſire to | 


deft "”* 


— 


” CO —_ 


| defire tending to him, and 
ſo muſt we be. 

Againe,} this righteous | 
fire hathinit'this proper- 
ſty, that it curibech the 
heart from - drofle and 
filth; and it 'puts it ſelfe 


makes a man ready to 
pray, to ſpeake profitably, 
and the like ; as fire makes 
men aQive, and fit for 
action. 

| TLaftly, itisalway gut- 


ded by the ſpinr- of 
judgement, when you 
minde that moſt, which 
the Scripture preſleth 
moſt ;where the heart 1s 
upright, . a man deſpiſeth 
noncotthe wayesof God, 
not the meanefſt trurh, 


but would know them all: | 
K 3 but ' 


forth in holy actions;} 
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eTn[wer, 
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but that which the Scrip- 
ture moſt of all- urgeth, 
that hee moſt carneſtly 
preſſeth after,and labours 
to bring his heart unto 
them; as the Scripture 15 
moſt love, and the like; ſo 
hee taketh moſt paines 
with his heart abour this: 
now thertore try by theſe 
properties, whether you 
 have-heate in you, or 20. 

Oh ! but I cannot finde 
this heate in me, I cannot 
finde theſc holy affections 
1n my heart. 

I anſwers, y cor ſider if 
thou findeſt any afteRions 
that are holy in thce, 
though not niany ; yea, if 
thou adeſt none, conli- 
der it thou haſt 'notthis 
{moake ; for ſometimes a 


— 


mani 
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man may finde the fire it 
ſelfe, ſomtimes onely this 
{ſmoake, what isit « I an- 
[wer, when you findnor 


the affteRions 1o maving | 


as you ſee ſome others 
doe, yet you finde in your | 
ſelte a carefulnefſe, and | 
watchfulneſſe over your | 
wayes, that thou wilt'f| 
not runne into fin , though 
thou canſt not doe what 


good thou would'ſt : why, 
heere is the ſmoake, and ! 
fome fire , though but | 
{mall; David was not able 
to doe as hee was wort tor! 


doe , to pray as hee was P/al.5.1.12 


wont : and therefore hee ; 
prayes God to reſtore him ' 
his ſpirit, andthe joyes he ; 
was wontto have; but yer 
hee was caretull over his 


K 4 wayes | _ 
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waycs afterwards : Andif 


thou findſt but this ſmoak, 
this care over thy wayes, 
this reſolution to commir 
no knowne ſinne, though 
thou fandft not the flame 
of this holy affeion, yet 
be not diſcouraged , thou 
haſt that which is of the 
ſame nature within thee : 
Smoake is of the ſame na- 
ture-with Aame, for flame 
1s nothing but ſmoake ler 
on fire ; andtherefore take 
'comtort, & continue con- 
ftant ſtill, till God tnflames 
thee,and that is the 3ſigne, 
Where there 1s true 
grace wrought, there 1: 
combate and ſtrife in the 
working : and afterwards 
tll hee bring forth judge. 
ment inig victory. Bctore 
__Yiory 
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| bate : this then 1simplyed, | 


| Diſciples flrove amongſt 
themſelves who (bould bee 
| the greateſt in the kingdome 


perty of all his ſervants:as 
Chriſts kingdome is not of 
| this world;(o are they not 

apt . to contend for any 
thing in this world. Bur | 


Chriſts ſervants or no, if 
you contend for ſpirituall 


things.Strive to enter inat Luke x ;, 24. 


| the ftreight gate, for many 

all ſeeke to enter in there- 
at .but fhall not be able. We 
ſee there are two diſpoſiti- 
ons of men, thar ſome| 
ſecke,8& are willing to goe | 
to heaven , but rake no | 


| victory there goes a Coma | 


there muſt be a ſtrife. The Match, 18,1, 


of Heawew, This 1Sa pro- | | 
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paines forit zthe(c i, eccke 


laith Chriſt toenter, but 
ſhall not be ableropgerin: 
but others ſtrive ayd cob- 
tend with alltheir power; | 
& ſuch muſt be our ſtrife, 
if we will getinto heaven. 
The diflerence betweene 
the wiſe Virgins and the. 
fooliſhlay in this,that the 
wile were more diligent 


than the other. Formall 


rofeſlors may contend, 
utit is but fora fit ; they 
are ſoone weary of this 


contention ,they leave off 
rowing, & ſuffer the boate; 
rogo downe the ſtreame : 

but wee muſt ftrive untill 
we getthe viory,and run 


| with St.Pawl untill we ger 


the prize. And what made 
him todoe ſos why, hee 
confide- 


_ 
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- confidered 2 things, firſt, 
l he look't on the Crowne, 
; an incorruptible Crowne. 
«| Secondly,he was loath to 
of run in vaine,C& loſe all his 
2 labour:ſothe reaſon why 
£ we doe not contend, is be- 
c cauſe we doe not confider } 
c theſe 2 things namely, the 
c prize & crowne of reward, 
It and thatelſe we ſhall but 
Il loſe our labour; and there- 
], fore we muſt ſtrive : If we 
y be remiſle,jit is an argume: 
'S that wee have a name to 
# live,but are dead. | 
of And therefore confhtce 
2: it,there muſt bee a ſtrite & 
Ui] | acombate;zand there will 
n{] | bethat., by reaſonofthat 
t original corruption that 1s 
e in us: We have conrtinuall 
© worke with our owne 
hearts | 


————. 
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| how backward weare to 


begun, how-rcady were 


hearts ; the ficſhis ready 
to have the fir{t handin e- 
very buſincſle, if we doe 
not reſiſtir ; wee ſhall ex+ 
ceedingly goe downe the 
winde,it we doe not ſtrive, 
and that hard : For when 
there is an intuſed habit 
asgraccis, . anda corrupt 
nature contrary to It, na- 
ture 1s ready $0 take part 
with it, which was bred & 
borne with it. he 1 would 
doe 2o04,evil is flill preſent 
»/t2 mee :thereis lome- 
thing lay atthe tountaine- 
heed avi were, and ſtopt 
him when hee would doe 
any good. Ir is our caſcal. 
ſo.;in wel doing wee ſce 


begin, znd when we have 


- 
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to leave off. Butif ir be a 
buſincfſe that concernes 
our {clves,we arc ready to 
doe, yea, to oyer-doe it: 
How ready we are toidle 
words, how backward we 
arc to profitable conte- 
rence;how ready .to ſpend 
on our lufts, how back- 
ward to true liberality ;& 
ſo I might inftance in di- 
vers others. And therefore 
lecing wee have this fic{h 
about us, we had neede to 
ſtrive ; it isthat which a 
Chriſtian ſhould make ac- 
count of, ro do that which 
he hath not a minde to do, 
and not to.doe that which 
he hath a minde to doe, 
and ſo ſtill ro doethe con 
trary , and ſtrive agai fl 
| the lus 5t che flcfh,and {o 
| 1 
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Anſwer. 


 [Ephe.6.16. 


x Tims, I 'Z+ 


to 'reſtraine his nature 


} from what he would doe. 


But how ſhould we doe 
tocontend thus? 

Togive you ſome di- 
retions, Fight the good 
| fizht of faith : The atting 
| of our taith, and ſetting it 
| OR worke wacnany thing 
comes to hinderus, will 
helpe us to overcome 1m 
this combate. Let a man 
belceve the promiſes and 
threatnings of God, and he 
ſhall be- able to reſiſt the 
fleſh : but ler faith bee a- 
ſleepe, and it will quickly 
prevai'e againſt us : Tuke 
the ſhield of faith : Now, 
what a field isfor the de- 
| fence ot the body, that 
faith is forthe defence of 
ou ſoule. WhEany remp- 
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tations:ard fupgeſted: unto 
us, fant is/it chat repels- 


them.; never is:2 matt 0- 
vercome bur throughde- 
tet of: faith, or when the 
habit Lies hid afleepe in us. 
Hebr, 11. Whenthey ſect 
their faith on-worke, what 
marvellous things -/'did 
they? what made [eroboam 
lo weake? but onely want 
of faith : What was itthat 
overcame Eve? but onely 
that ſhee did not belecve 
ſtedfaſtly the word of God. 
On the contrary, what was 
it that ſtrengthned Daniel, 
the three childres,and inh- 
nite others 2 it was their 
faith. The Saints. when 
they-havethe uſe of their 
faith,are very ſtrong : but 
when they have not the 


uſe 


i. 


| 
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uſc of cheir; faith are yery 


_Abraham, how weake 
was hee , when he expo- 
ſed his wives chaſtity: for 


when he diſſembled , and 


 Maiſtcr.; but when hee 
| was ſtzengrhned through 
faith, how bold was hee 
before the Counceli 2 it 
was his t:ich that enabled 
him. to fizht the good 
fight, becauſe hce kepr the 
faith in the proicfſion of 
[it , 
it, andin reaching ot it : 
and theretorc it we would 
be ſtrengthacd to reſift 
our ſviriruall enemies, we 
muit labour to ſet our 
faith on workc, that 1s rhe 


' fiſt 


weake as other men ; as 


want of faith? and David 


Peter when he denycu his 


and-in che praciice of 
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firſt meanes. 

The ſecond meanes, St. | 
Peter (ets downe : Dearely 
beloved, I beſetch you «s 
Rrrangers and pilgrims ab- 
ftaime from fleſhly lufts 
which way againfl the ſoale. 
Firſt, contider that you 
are bur ſtrangers and Pil- 
grimes: for it youtake the 
pleaſures in the world, 
you cannot fit by them, 
why 2 you are but ftran- 
gers , therefore abſtaine 
trom them, 

Againe , confider that 
theſe lufts they fight a-' 
2ainſt the foule, No man 
41 the world, that did con- 


| 


whom 't hee did let in, 
would cut his throat, bur 


 f1c{erthat ſycha man now | 
knocked at the doere, 


c Pet.3.11, 


kt. 


tha 
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that hee would nſec all 
| meanes to barre him our : 
why this now is our caſe ; 
they ſecke our lives, nay 
our ſoules ; they fight, 
there isthcit force ; they 
ſeeke to-prevaile by maine 
forceitthey can ; if they 
cannot, then they feeketo 
procced by trand and cun- 
ning : they are feady to 
per{wade us, that they are 
triends, and not ene. 
[mies, and that you-nay 
| goeto heaven thoughyon 
yeeld tothemr, - and that 
[You may quickc)y over- 
come them; that it you ſa- 
| tisfie them forthe preſent, 
\they will be gone, and 


trouble you no more, and 
a thouſand ſuch like : but | 
\take heed-, frght 20ainft 
| them, | 
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them, keepe them our,not | 
onely tor the preſent, for 
they renew the barte!];as 
an enemy if hee bee too 
weake at one Ume inone 
place, hee increaſcth his 
forces, takes more advan» 
tages, and renews his bat. 
taile againe : ſo doe thele, 
they will ſet upon us a- 
gaine and againe with -a 
ircſhtorce,and itthey can- | 
not prevaile one way they 
willcry avother way ,"and 
it they cannot doe good 
by one, they will uſe, -all 
wWayecs. | 

And then conſider the 
endot this fight,iristo kill 
and deſtroy, as w&know: 
the.cnd ota fight is,j) Naw 
thele luſts. they fight a- 
gainſt your loule ,; and aq- | 
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thing will ſatisfie them 
but your lite, Everytime 
they fet upon you, it isa 


bufferting; every time you 
ms: them,m 15 a woun- | 


ding ng,and if you doe notre- 
fiſt &ftrive againſt them, 
they will procure your ut- 
ter perdition. And there- 
fore I beſeech you as ſtri-| 
gcrs & pilgrims, abſtaine 
trom fleſhly luſts which 


Yes,I could beconrent 
to firive, it there were any 
hope of doing any good : | 
but I am affraid 1 all be 
overcome, and therefore 
as good yeeld at the fiſt, 
asarrhefaft, | 

[ afiſiyer, there is great] 
hope, yea, affurance of vi- 
cory , whereſocver true 
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wr re againſt your ſoules. | 
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grace is, though it may be | 
held dowac long, and fuf- 
fer many —_—_ :yet 
in the end he ſhall be ſure 
| of victory , #14 hee bring 
| forth Judgem?tt into wittory. 

A fitr figne ro know if 
there be ſaving grace, yea, 
or no,it ma ., it ſhall at 
laſt have the upper hand, | 
bur all through £C bvift;, Hee | 


that bath began that good Phd. 1.6, 
worke,willperfit it : For hee * *N* 5-24: 
will do it, for he is fanthfull, |, Cog, 


and in him wee are rich : 
through him we fhill bee 
more than-conquerers,not 
through our ſclves ; we are 
apt to bee diſcouraged, 
when wee fit downe and 
conſider what corruptions 
| wee have ariſing from our 
natures,which wee thinke 
we 
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wee ſhall neyer maſter. 

True, we cannot doe it if 
' 0ur., owne' ſtrengeh} , but 
Chriſt hath undertaken to 
| doc ur for us, hee ſhall ſub- 
' due Our iniquitics. 
| Fhere are 2.thingsin the | 
' kingdome of grace, which 


| whcnwe looke on, are apt | * 


to make us diſcouraged. 
Firft, when a man lobkes 
on his owne ſtrength , and 
| ſees how little he can doc 
| of himſelfe, 


lookes onthe Kingdome 
of grace abroad, and ſees 
how it gocs downe the 
wind,and how the wicked 
prevaile, & the godly are 
weake , and goe to the 
wall : But Chr: hee will 
affoord us his ſtrength a- 


Secondly, when hce| 


gainſt | 
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| by watering the buds, the 
ſceds of grace,and maketh 


the Olive,cc. 
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ainſt our lufts to ſubdue} 


chem, and tor the enemies 
of the Goſpell, he will 
tramplc.them all under his 
feet ;1tis his promile, Hee 
will bring forth Indgement 
into victory, Now Chriſt 
doth this rwo waics : farſt, 


them to ſpring upas Wil- 
lowcs by the water cour- 
ſcs:hi' brauche: ſhal ſpread, 
and his beanty ſhall be as the 
Olrve-tree, and bis (mell as 
Lebanon: they ſhal revive 
4s the Corne, and grow 45 


Secondly, by removing 
all theſe impedimenss, 
which hinder the growth 


| be: 


| 


of grace any way, And 


therefore now let us not; 
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bee diſcouraged, but make 
uſe of thefe - promilſes of 
| SantHficetion, whichwee 
are lo apt to torget ; And 
though we be as weak as 2 
bruiicd-Reede, or as the 
[moaking Hlaxe, yet let 
us not taint, nor give over, 
but bee encouraged to 
ſtrive, 'and contend wi' h- 
our yeaſonihg, ſecing wee 
are {yre the day flall bee 
ourszfor' foishi« promile, 
d' braiſed reed ſhall hee wot 
breake, and ſmoaking flaxe 

all be not quench, till hee 
bring forth Tudgemwent into 
Victory. 
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